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The annual meeting of the Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board 
was held on Thursday, August 18, prior to the regular quarterly 
meeting. Among several agenda items, the board addressed the 
expiring terms of directors Steve Nelson, Chris Estes, and John 
Christensen. Nominations were made and accepted for Nelson and 
Estes who wished to remain on the board. The Board unanimously 
approved new three-year terms for Nelson and Estes. 

As planned, John Christensen offered his resignation from the Board. 
Nominations for candidates to fill John’s vacancy were opened. 
Motion was made and seconded for Dan Christensen’s  
nomination, which was unanimously approved. 

As a park enthusiast, you likely heard about our 90-Day 
“Trail Center Legacy Campaign” from previous Tracks & 
Trails newsletters, Facebook posts, and articles in our local 
news publications. The campaign was intended to bridge the 
final funding gap necessary to start the new Glendalough 
Trail Center and Sunset Lake Trail segment simultaneously 
in 2022.

Your Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board is thrilled 
that generous campaign contributions from nearly 100 
Glendalough Park Partners and corporate philanthropists 
enabled our primary campaign goal – the Trail Center 
bidding process has commenced!

At a November gathering in the park, Steve Nelson, President of the Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board delivered 
a $550,000 check to Ann Pierce, DNR Director of Parks and Trails and Ben Bergey, DNR Parks and Trails Regional 
Manager.

In a follow-up letter to the Board, Sarah Strommen, DNR Commissioner remarked, “I want to express our deep 
appreciation to the Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board for its generous donation of $550,000 towards the construction 
of the Glendalough State Park Trail Center. The DNR appreciates the strong partnership we share as we advance our 
shared goal of enhancing the visitor experience at Glendalough State Park. The partnership created over the past several 
years has proven to be not only beneficial to park visitors but also to the city of Battle Lake and the surrounding area.”

In 2017. Five years ago, the Board established a long-term planning committee to work in collaboration with the 

Steve presented John with a Glendalough desk plaque in 
appreciation for his many years of service as a board member. 

Final Pull Story continued on page 2
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Thank you for another example of working together to 
make Glendalough so unique among Minnesota State 
Parks.

Minnesota DNR to address anticipated growth in the 
park. The overarching objectives were to enhance the 
park experience for visitors and students while preserving 
the historic facilities and primitive attributes unique to 
Glendalough. Two major projects emerged from that 
collaborative work: a new Sunset Lake Trail segment to 
take bikers and pedestrians completely off from Whitetail 
Lane and a compelling multi-use Glendalough Trail Center.

The Board quietly raised more than $200,000 of 
philanthropy from a handful of donors to demonstrate 
strong local commitment as we would seek state bonding 
and grants for the two projects. Our plan included a broader 
fundraising campaign to close any funding gaps later in the 
process. Late this summer (2022), a generous Park Partner 
primed our final 90-day Trail Center Legacy Campaign 
with a $100,000 match, and the response from individuals 
and corporations followed in an impressive manner. The 
90-day campaign has a goal of $350,000, as the DNR 
indicated they would need $550,000 of private funds to 
commence the Trail Center project to augment bonding and 
legacy funds already secured. At this writing, the campaign 
has enabled us to meet the $550,000 goal.

This level of private fundraising in a small community to 
support a Minnesota state park facility is unprecedented 
and augments the $750,000 of bonding that was also 
spearheaded locally. 

In some ways, your Citizens Advisory Board is 
not surprised by the incredible campaign response. 
Glendalough is truly a special place, and loyal Park 
Partners – the real heroes in this campaign – continued 
to express their affinity and love for Glendalough. Since 
the early 1990s, you have renewed your membership 
fees and given personal donations at the annual Walk for 
Glendalough; all in the pursuit of enhancing the park even 
before it was on the map. In the 90-day campaign, we 
continued to see private Park Partners donations of various 
amounts from young and old. Additionally, and similar to 
the first segment of the Glendalough Trail System in 2010, 
we benefited from several substantial gifts from local, 
anonymous philanthropists and very generous businesses 
across the region. Thanks to all!

The Board holds a strong “keep-it-local” bias related to 
Glendalough projects, and desires local suppliers and 
contractors to be involved in the construction of the new 
Trail Center. The Board and the Minnesota DNR are 
prepared to provide information on local subcontractors to 
the primary contractor.

By the way, if you missed the opportunity to participate 
in the Trail Center Campaign, the window is still open. 
Additional donations will be used for furnishings in the 
Trail Center and costs on the Sunset Lake Trail segment.

Final Pull Story continued from page 1

As I reflect on the activities of the Citizens Advisory 
Board, there is a deep sense of fulfillment and gratitude 
as we experience Thanksgiving and the oncoming winter 
season. We are privileged to guide big and small activities 
in the park in collaboration with the DNR, all while being 
fiduciary stewards of your membership and gifted funds. 

In the last issue of Tracks & Trails and several posts on the 
Park Partners and Glendalough Trail Facebook pages, we 
invited you to join us in bringing the $2.3M Trail Center 
project over the finish line. 

Your response to the 90-day Trail Center Legacy Campaign 
was incredible! We met our goal as evidenced by the Park 
Partners check presented to the DNR at a meeting in the 
park. (You can read more about the exciting details in the 
feature article).

Our invitation for you to join in this Trail Center effort still 
stands. We went “all in” with campaign funds to bridge 
the Trail Center funding gap. The reality is we would like 
to add local touches to the furnishings, and we need to 
replenish our fund balances for our involvement with the 
Sunset Lake Trail segment as well. We are always grateful 
for your financial support, large or small. Be assured your 
generosity will be well used to preserve and enhance our 
wonderful Glendalough State Park. 

Now onto other things worthy of reflection and gratitude.

We welcome Dan Christensen to our Advisory Board. 
Dan replaces his brother John, who is retiring after many 
years of service to Glendalough. John has promised to stay 
involved as a volunteer. Thanks John!

Congratulations to Park Manager Jeff Wiersma on 25 years 
at Glendalough this coming January! There is no one more 
dedicated to the park than Jeff. Glendalough would not 
be what it is today without Jeff’s insight and passionate 
stewardship of the park’s natural beauty.

One more invitation, and it’s free, fun, and rewarding. 
Why not join us at our quarterly board meetings? Learn 
more about the park, keep abreast of what’s going on, 
maybe volunteer for one of our committees, consider a 
board position as they open up. This is a minimal time 
commitment with big “feel good” benefits! Thank you, 

Steve Nelson, President                                                                                                                                        
Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board 
Cell (612) 889-9895                                                                                                        
stevenbrucenelson@gmail.com

President’s Remarks
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Archery in the Park 
by Dan Malmstrom
Archery is growing rapidly as a recreational activity across 
the United States. It might be natural to think the trend is 
driven by hunting. That perspective, although a factor, is 
not the full picture of archery’s growing popularity. 

Educators constantly seek ways to improve student 
motivation, attention, behavior, attendance, and focus. 
Wildlife Conservation agencies desire young people to 
learn outdoor skills that will inspire them to spend more 
time with wild things, in wild places.

In 2001, a collaborative group believed archery would be a 
perfect tool to teach focus, self-control, discipline, patience, 
and other transferable lessons to be successful in the 
classroom and in life. The National Archery in the Schools 
Program (NASP) was formed to serve these education 
and conservation purposes. NASP was co-created by the 
Kentucky Departments of Fish & Wildlife Resources and 
Department of Education and Mathews Archery.

In 2002, a pilot program was launched in 21 Kentucky 
middle schools, which quickly grew to 120 schools and 
24,000 students. The outcomes were remarkable, and today 
more than 18 million kids have learned archery across the 
U.S. through the NASP.

Annually, more than 1.3 million students across 8,900 
schools participate in the structured NASP program, 
and more than 97,000 educators have been certified as 
instructors. Archery has grown in popularity from an 
estimated 7 million to 24 million people.

Locally, Glendalough State Park (and other Minnesota 
State Parks), Battle Lake schools, and Fergus Falls schools 
participate in the NASP. Each participating organization is 

provided an impressive set of Genesis bows, cases, arrows, 
supplies, targets, and safety equipment. All instructors 
must be certified with the NASP.

Glendalough has been holding NASP Archery in the 
Park events for several years for adults and kids until 
covid-19. Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager and certified NASP 
instructor, has witnessed the value of archery to the public. 
He asked Park staff member Gerardo Armendarez (fondly 
known as “Arm”) to get NASP re-certified along with 
volunteer Dan Malmstrom. Both successfully completed 
the tested instruction at Itasca State Park in June.

In early September, Arm and Dan resumed Glendalough’s 
Archery in the Park with about a dozen kids and adults. 
Two young couples traveled from Minneapolis and Detroit 
Lakes specifically for the archery instruction.

Jeff plans to hold several Archery in the Park events during 
the summer of 2023.

On September 25 Glendalough State Park hosted a 
stargazing event in its quest to achieve Dark Sky Park 
certification and was very privileged to have subject matter 
expert and local stargazer Craig Molstad leading the 

First Stargazing Event 
by Jay & Tor Anderson

John was very involved in Glendalough before it became 
a state park in the 1990s. The board reminisced about 
some of John’s history and projects with Les Estes in the 
game farm era dating back to 1978 and his more recent 
contributions as a Board member. Christensen family 
members have been long-standing property-owning 
neighbors to Glendalough, and it is valuable to receive their 
contributions on the Board. Dan Christensen will continue 
that legacy.

When asked to offer parting advice to the board, John 
reminded directors not to forget the little guys. It was a 
clear reference to his respect for the local citizens and 
landowners around the park who bring a quiet, utilitarian 
connection to the land, environment and local culture. 
Wise words for sure!

Christensen Director Baton Story continued 
from page 1
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It’s not uncommon for Minnesotans to chase the fall color 
transition across the state. Fall 2022 was dynamic to see 
the array of beauty in motion. Whether it was due to 
moisture content, warm weather, or other factors, the peak 
colors were significantly later in 2022 than prior years 
and seemed to last for weeks. The following illustration 
conveys that perspective by comparing peak colors on 
September 30th for each of the past three years.

Locally, the colors on display at Itasca, Maplewood and 
Glendalough were featured in many social media posts. On 
the following page you will find a few photos captured by 
Lisa Malmstrom in our very own Glendalough.

Fall Colors Peaked Late 
by Dan & Lisa  Malmstrom

event. Craig is a community development and nonprofit 
professional with an impressive career dealing with space. 
He was affiliated with the Solar System Ambassador 
Program of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the California 
Institute of Technology.

24 years ago, Molstad found the pitch-black querencia, 
where we staged the event in Glendalough, to view 
constellations and an ever-shifting Minnesota moon. “Don't 
drop them twice,” Molstad joked as he shares binoculars 
while guiding others through the dotted abyss with a 
powerful green laser and engaging ancient creation myths. 

Later he would say, “Up here, that’s where Andromeda 
Galaxy should be, which is supposedly sixth magnitude.” 
From a dark sky standpoint, sixth magnitude stars are those 
barely visible to unaided eye under favorable conditions. 

Glendalough State Park is blessed with dark sky. For 
example, Unihedron SQMs (Sky Quality Meter) reading of 
21.24 on 27 Sep 2022 at 8:40 pm. Readings for darkness in 
the 21 range are the darkest on the spectrum. The darker 
the sky for the observer means the clearer the night sky 
becomes, making observations of 6th magnitude stars 
possible. We have a 6th magnitude park!  

Once Glendalough is designated a Dark Sky Park by the 
International Dark Sky Association – like the Boundary 
Waters in 2000 – the park will be expected to host four 
stargazing events per year. Such events will spread the 
work about Glendalough as a 6th Magnitude natural 
resource for the gazing! 

Glendalough State Park is increasingly a sought-after 
venue to familiarize kids with nature, impart the merits of 
conservation stewardship, and enjoy outdoor recreation. 
Eight school districts, homeschool cooperatives, cross 
country teams, and various clubs and organizations 
conduct park events beyond the countless examples of 
parents and grandparents casually enjoying Glendalough 
with their kids as well.  

The Glendalough Park staff and the regional naturalist 
welcome opportunities to serve kids in the park. 

Although Covid diminished group activity and access for a 
couple of years, group activity has resumed. 

An example of this occurred on a beautiful September 
evening. Melissa Schumacher, member of the Junior 
Wildlife Club of Wahpeton, contacted Park Manager Jeff 
Wiersma to arrange a park orientation and wildlife viewing 
opportunity for a dozen junior high students. Jeff had a 
prior commitment and was able to enlist the help of a Park 
Partner volunteer to welcome the group.

Kids in the Park 
by Dan Malmstrom

The young people were fascinated with the rich history 
in the Historic Lodge – including the species of birds and 
mammals on display. They had many questions about 
the game farm era of the park and proceeded to enjoy the 
Beaver and Sunset Lake Trails to take in the beauty of 
Glendalough.

The Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board is committed 
to investments and efforts that will elevate the value of 
conservation stewardship for all of Minnesota’s natural 
resources among future generations. If you have such 
opportunities, please contact the park staff. There will 
likely be a staff member or volunteer who will gladly serve 
that objective.
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If you noted that the fishing pier was crooked this summer, 
it was because the steel posts holding it in place were 
snapped off during the June storm. The Public Water 
Access staff at the Fergus Falls Area DNR office will help 
us get things “straightened out” for next season.

The park has received a tractor-mounted snowblower for 
use this winter. Hopefully, we won’t need it for a little 
while yet. It should help a great deal with clearing the cabin 
path in the campground, and keeping roads open to the 
lodge, the yurts, and our seed buildings.

The lodge is available year-round for rental and has been 
particularly popular around the holidays and when there 
are good ski or sledding conditions. Winter rates are 
discounted!

If there is enough snow, ski trail grooming should start in 
mid-December. The dining hall will be open on weekends 
to warm up, have lunch, or just sit by the fire and read a 
book.

Jeff’s Jottings 
by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma

Thanks to all who participated in the MN Parks & Trails 
Council-sponsored “hunt” this year. We hope you enjoyed 
the beauty and diversity of this special place – Glendalough 
– and will return again to discover what the Park has to 
offer in each season of the year.  

When the final numbers were tallied, Glendalough (49) 
ranked fourth among State Parks for participation behind 
Tettegouche (122), Father Hennepin (75) and Lake Carlos 
(54).

Congratulations to a young lady named Maia, who was the 
winner of the $25 Galloping Goose gift certificate drawing. 
Here are some of Maia’s thoughts about her experiences 
at Glendalough. “I have visited Glendalough many 
times, each time with a new family member or friend. 
We love staying at the campsites because of all the trees 
surrounding each site. Waking up to the sound of leaves 
overhead is so relaxing. The lakes are probably our favorite 
part of the Park. The Park makes it so accessible to enjoy 
being on the lakes. There is easy parking if you bring your 
own watercraft, and there are also very affordable rentals 
nearby if you don't have your own kayaks. The trails are 
cleared of debris for walkers and the placards help me learn 
about the history of the area. I find myself returning each 

2022 Scavenger Hunt 
Popular Again! 
by Sarah Govig

year to re-appreciate the Park.”

See you all again next summer. There could be a surprise 
around every corner. Come and explore!

Board celebrates Jeff's 25 years as Park Manager!
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From St. Paul
State Parks and Trails Director Ann Pierce was on hand at 
Glendalough in November to receive a check for $550,000 
from the Glendalough Park Partners for the new Trail 
Center (see details in this issue). Ann and other Central 
Office staff were very impressed with the local fundraising 
effort.

Parks and Trails has reallocated some labor dollars to 
permanently increase labor funding for the spring and fall 
at Glendalough. (Attendance during the “shoulder seasons” 
at Glendalough has increased dramatically over the past 
five years.) The new funding includes the ability to make 
one more seasonal position “insurance-eligible” which may 
help with employee retention. (Only one seasonal employee 
at Glendalough currently has health insurance.) Seasons for 
several employees were extended this fall, and the help was 
greatly appreciated for getting some projects done

Storm Damage – The last fallen tree in the campground 
from the June storm was removed at the end of October. 
An additional storm tree that finally fell to ground 
in recent heavy winds was removed from the Lake 
Emma Trail last week. Sentence-to-Service crews were 
unavailable to help with cleanup along the bike trail this 
fall, and that project will likely have to wait until spring. 
Professional help may be needed in some areas.

Brush Removal – Brush along either side of the yurt 
service road and the Lake Emma Trail and Extension was 
removed to restore these areas to their original width. 
Grass portions of the Annie Battle Lake Trail were mowed 
wider as well to prevent the exceptionally tall prairie 
grasses from falling over and interfering with the winter 
ski track. Brush and small birch trees were removed from 
the meadow on the Beaver Pond Trail to maintain the wet 
meadow and associated wildflowers there.

Yurt Service Road – An additional layer of gravel was 
placed on the yurt service road, and washouts from 
the summer storms were filled in. Along with the road 
widening, it should be easier to plow and maintain staff 
access to the yurts this winter.

New Trail Center – A pre-bid meeting for interested 
contractors was held on November 1. The bid request was 
posted, and bids are due by November 15. Hopefully, the 
bids will fall within the estimated budget, lest some parts 
of the project be delayed. Construction is expected to start 
first thing in the spring. The concessionaire will be moving 
across the road to the south of his current location during 
construction, and that field will be mowed for parking.

Glendalough Trail Loop Completion – Project is bid-ready, 
but some funds were moved to the Trail Center. It is hoped 
that the trail project will receive additional bonding dollars 
in the spring.

Whitetail Lane – Parks and Trails staff are working 
with the Division of Lands and Minerals on updating 
the easement to the township for this road before we can 
proceed further.

Building Sale/ Demolition – Due to the flaking lead paint, 
the carriage house will need to be painted before removal. 
Funding has been set aside for this. Sale of the laundry has 
been delayed by the retirements of staff involved with the 
sale. 

Painting – The well house and the campground firewood 
bin received a new coat of paint from park staff. The park 
is getting estimates for painting and soffit repair on the 
lodge, painting the carriage house for demolition, staining 
the camper cabins and shower building, and painting the 
seedhouse or covering it with steel siding.

Park Projects Entrance Kiosk – The broken map table in the entrance 
kiosk was removed. It will be replaced with a more 
portable table for filling out pay envelopes that can be 
moved out of the way during winter snow removal, and a 
new map will be installed where the existing bulletin board 
is located. The Otter Trail Scenic Byway sign was moved 
near the kiosk where it can be viewed without trail travelers 
having to pay to enter the park. A new sign specifically 
for the Prairie Hill Trail will be developed for the PH Trail 
parking lot, along with new interpretive signage for the 
trail.
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Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson – President (2025)

Dan Malmstrom – Vice President (2023)
Sarah Govig – Secretary (2024)

Peter Christianson – Treasurer (2024)
Tracy Kortlever (2024)
Dan Christensen (2025)

Chris Estes (2025)
Jay Anderson (2023)

Joan Vorderbruggen (2023)

DNR:
Ben Bergey, Parks and Trails Regional Manager
Melody Webb, PAT Assistant Regional Manager

Shawn Donais, PAT District 1 Supervisor
Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Kathy Beaulieu, Regional Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane

Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 261-6900 

 
Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager 

 
Glendalough Tracks & Trails

is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by

the Glendalough Park Partners

Tracy Kortlever • membership

NEW/RENEWING PARK PARTNERS
May 1st to August 1st, 2022

JoAnn Anderson, Battle Lake, MN  
Wayne & Kimberly Elmer, Duluth, MN  

Connie & Kenneth Dallmann, Cosmos, MN  
Ross & Theresa Ukkelberg, Clitherall, MN  

Hugh Veit & Margaret Fitzgerald, Fargo, ND  
Vernon & Joyce Youngren, Mesa, AZ  

David Neitzke, Missouri City, TX  
Jim Melville & Anne Melville, Monticello, MN 

 Jerome Teske, Battle Lake, MN  
Markus & Carol Bischof, Fergus Falls, MN  

Doug & Deb Baker, Clitherall, MN  
Jim & Nancy Olson, Battle Lake, MN  

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Drage, Potomac, MD  
Sharon Vipond, Battle Lake, MN  

Casey Love, Battle Lake, MN  
Kurt & Tanya Maethner, Battle Lake, MN  

Sue Reynolds, Battle Lake, MN  
Bradley Riba, Sartell, MN  

Jan Anderson, Perham, MN  
Carolyn Anderson, Fergus Falls, MN 

MEMORIAL/HONOR
Memorials given in honor of Richard Ringstad:  

James & Nancy Salentine  
Wayne & Constance Pastir  

Norm & Ann Newell  
Ron & Marsha Bowman  

Tracy Carter

Memorials given in honor of Jackie Langren:  
Laverne & Doris Damrau  

Rick & Dana Wallner  
Paul & Deb Ness  

Laurel Malmstrom  
Thomas & Michelle Spiczka  
Clinton & Anne Halvorson  
Gerald & Barbara Nelson  

Sue Reynolds  
John & Andrea Everts  
J. J & S. M Norgaard

 
Thank you for keeping your memberships current.  

Please check the date on the address label of your Tracks and 
Trails to check your membership status. Send your membership 

correspondence to:

Glendalough Park Partners 
PO Box 901 

Battle Lake, MN  56515

Next board meeting: Thursday, February 16, 7:00 p.m. in the Lodge
Meeting minutes will be available upon request.
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Thank you,
Park Partners!
To Renew or to Become a  

Glendalough Park Partner:

Choose one of the following levels:

Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet

Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt

circle size: S  M  L  XL  2XL

Patron ( $100 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD

Benefactor ( $500 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough print

No Gift Desired (check box)

Send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Glendalough Park Partners

PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901

Battle Lake, MN 56515

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Park Partners,  
upcoming events, and archived  

Tracks & Trails newsletters, visit us at  
www.morethanatrail.com/getting-involved/

Trek Bikes, Surreys, Paddle Boards, Canoes,  
Small Boats, Kayaks, Hydro-Bikes and more!

Downtown Battle Lake & Glendalough State Park!
218-282-1063 • 218-731-7181

www.GallopingGooseRentals.net

Glendalough Location Only
10% discount to Park Partners Members

Have you renewed your Park Partners membership?


