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Trail Expansion Fueled with $150,000 Grant
by Dan Malmstrom, August 2020

Glendalough State Park and the Battle Lake area continue to draw visitors at an increasing rate due in part to the
popularity of the Glendalough Trail and will likely continue based upon park developments.
Park Manager, Jeff Wiersma recently received news from
Minnesota DNR Parks and Trails Director, Erika Rivers that
Glendalough State Park has been selected to receive a $150,000
Federal Recreational Trails grant to construct an exciting trail
segment in the park! Wiersma authored the grant application
and enlisted help from Park Partner volunteers for collateral and
influence. The grant award combined with $24,700 awarded from
a 2017 grant – also authored by Jeff – and $25,000 of matching
funds from the Glendalough Park Partners earmarks nearly
$200,000 for a new Sunset Lake paved trail. The trail will begin
at County Highway #16 at the park’s entrance, traverse through
the western prairie and unite with the paved bike trail at the Annie
Battle Lake Bridge.
The Sunset Lake trail segment was developed in a collaborative
planning effort between the Minnesota DNR and Glendalough
Park Partners. The new trail is designed to take trail enthusiasts
off the Whitetail Lane roadway for a safer, smoother ride while
Planned trail addition.
providing a beautiful prairie grassland experience. This segment
will be particularly appealing for roller blades and road bike tires as it creates a seamless, smooth paved trail surface
from Battle Lake all the way through the park.

Trail Expansion Story continued on page 2

Nornes Retires with Glendalough Honor
by Dan Malmstrom, August 2020

Minnesota State House Representative Bud Nornes recently announced that he will not seek re-election in 2020 after 12
terms and 23 years representing constituents of Otter Tail County.
Those close to development in Glendalough during that time would regard Bud as a
consistent and tireless advocate. His presence at the annual “Walk for Glendalough”
was common – unless he was in a legislative session. At those Walk events, Bud
offered updates from St. Paul and was sure to applaud the work of the DNR staff
and local volunteers for their contributions in our beautiful park.
Among his extensive advocacy, two pivotal projects attest to Bud’s Glendalough
commitment.
The first involves the
bike and pedestrian
trail loop within the
Park. The vision
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This trail segment is part of a larger park plan that includes
a new Trail Center; a project which has amassed nearly
$1,000,000 in state bonding and philanthropy through
Park Partner volunteer efforts. The Trail Center design and
construction is now being managed by DNR engineers
with the funds raised.

Nornes & Nelson

The next step regarding the new Sunset Lake Trail is to
complete the paperwork required by the Federal Highway
Administration to establish a formal trail project and
release project funds. The Minnesota DNR has started the
trail engineering and design process, although archeology
studies have been delayed by COVID-19 and will hopefully
resume late summer or fall.
The timing of Sunset Trail completion is not certain,
although projects for this Federal Recreational Trail
granting program are intended to be completed by 2022.
The overall timing is perfect considering the new Trail
Center timing and the City of Battle Lake upgraded trail
segments as part of the road project along the lake.
The developments will greatly enhance the already popular
12-mile trail system.
Congratulations Jeff, Glendalough Park Partners, DNR and
the City of Battle Lake for continued success by working
together for the benefit of so many!

Nornes Story continued from page 1

already taking shape in 2008. A grant had been awarded in
the 2013 Federal Highway bill for a connection trail along
the airport. With that pivotal connection segment secured,
the Minnesota DNR became enthused about a trail loop
within Glendalough State Park boundaries – an elusive trail
concept called out in the early 1990s. In spite of the DNR’s
new enthusiasm, budget constraints would not fund a trail
in Glendalough.
It was a typical bustling weekday morning at the Viking
Café in Fergus Falls in early 2009 when I met Bud for
coffee to sketch out a funding strategy for the Glendalough
trail loop. Bud agreed to write up a preliminary legislative
bill and introduce it in the 2010 bonding session.
An unconventional approach, but our only reasonable
option. Local Senator Dan Skogen agreed to do the same in
the Senate.
Fast forward a few months to a beautiful day in October
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of 2009. The entire Senate Finance committee met
at the Glendalough Lodge to experience the park, see
students arriving for outdoor classes, and hear our
$350,000 bonding request. Senator Langseth – committee
chair – remarked, “this is a no-brainer” given the trail
vision, awarded Federal grant, and local Park Partners
matching monies. Bud then met with Governor Tim
Pawlenty to ensure the Glendalough Trail Loop did not fall
victim to the line item veto. The 2018 bill passed and the
DNR added several hundred thousand dollars to the trail
project with a new Annie Battle Lake bridge, geology and
archeology survey funding.
The second project, the new Glendalough Trail and Visitor
Center, was a near repeat. As Glendalough popularity
soared from the 2014 trail opening, the need for a
legitimate visitor and trail center became obvious.
The Citizens Advisory Board developed plans for a new
visitor center with the DNR and raised more than $200,000
of philanthropy. Again, the DNR budget did not contain
resources to complete such a project amid growing deferred
maintenance priorities across the state’s many aging parks.
Time for creativity again.
After drafting preliminary language for a 2018 bonding bill
to fund the new Visitor Center, I met with Bud Nornes.
Bud went to work in concert with Senator Bill Ingebrigtsen
to introduce the Glendalough visitor center bill. They put
Park Partners leaders directly in touch with influential
senators and representatives in both parties to build
enthusiasm for the bill. We were invited to St. Paul to
testify before the Senate Finance committee in session.
The Minnesota Parks and Trails Council also voiced
its strong support for the project to complement Bud
and Bill’s legislative prowess. The result? The House,
Senate and Governor approved $750,000 of bonding for
the Glendalough Trail and Visitor Center. We are truly
appreciative of Bud’s effective Glendalough advocacy
in St. Paul!
The evidence of Bud's many contributions will welcome
him as he visits Glendalough during his retirement.
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President’s Remarks

Have you Zoomed recently? That word has quickly come
to mean something completely different than it did just
a few months ago. We now have Zoom board meetings,
we visit with our children and grandchildren via Zoom,
and Zoom cocktail hours with our friends and neighbors
are commonplace. We are thankful that tools like this are
available during this time of social distancing, but we look
forward to the day when we can, in every way, truly come
together once again.
Representative Bud Nornes and I had a good visit at the
park recently where he reminisced about his many years of
support for both Glendalough and the Park Partners.
So many improvements have been made over the last 26
years, and many of the largest and most notable projects
would not have been successful without Bud’s strong
advocacy on our behalf. Bud is retiring from the legislature
this year. We thank him for his service and look forward to
seeing him at the park during his retirement.
Speaking of zooming, the visitor count at Glendalough
continues to do just that. During April, May, and June of
last year approximately 19,000 people spent time at the
park. For the same period this year that figure was close to
40,000. Park Manager Jeff Wiersma and his staff deserve
our thanks for keeping the park up and running with no
additional staffing.
Elsewhere in this issue you will read about the tremendous
success of our recent Tracks & Trails 100th edition
mailing. This expanded outreach resulted in over 60 new
Park Partners members and 20 renewals. You will also see
exciting news about a new trail grant, impressive donations
to our “non-Walk” due to COVID-19, updates on our
Facebook page and an email newsletter option that will
soon be available.
Finally, you will enjoy the third in a series of four articles
written by Joan Vorderbruggen called “Sense of Place.”
Joan’s research has captured some of the history of the
land within the park as well as the Indigenous People who
lived there. We have had great feedback from our readers,
but there is more history to be uncovered, and much to be
learned about how to properly respect this land, as well
as those who inhabited this area before us. Through her
research, Joan has started to develop a diverse network of
knowledgeable sources of information and guidance. To
allow her to focus her efforts on this important area, Joan
has agreed to head up a new committee entitled Cultural
Interpretation and Education. Going forward, this should
enable her to share her findings with us and help us find
our own “Sense of Place.”

Thank you to all of you for your incredible support for
Glendalough and the Park Partners.
Steve Nelson, President
Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board
stevenbrucenelson@gmail.com

Exploring Glendalough's
"Sense of Place"( Part 3 of 4 )
By Joan Vorderbruggen, August 2020

Geologically, ecologically, archaeologically, culturally and
historically speaking, the area of and around Glendalough
State Park is a very unique location, where land and
inhabitants have been profoundly connected for thousands
of years. In Part One of the People and Place series, we
looked at the creation of the land and waters that the park
now encompasses. Movement and melting of glaciers left
behind a multitude of distinctly diverse ecosystems with
an abundance of vegetation, wildlife and consequently,
human inhabitants who found it to be an ideal place to
live. Based primarily on archaeological research from
in and around the park, Part Two delved deeper into the
Prehistoric or “Pre-Contact” people who occupied the area
from several thousand years ago to approximately the mid
1600s, when Europeans arrived and began to document
their perspectives.
Part Three is only a minute piece of the extensive and
multilayered history and lives of the Indigenous People
who have lived in the area for the last several hundred
years. Artifacts can only give us glimpses of some
of the first people who inhabited the vicinity of park.
There is much more information to be discovered, to
tell the complex stories and eventual uprooting of many
Indigenous People from a place they were so intimately
a part of. I have been fortunate to connect with both
Native and non-Native individuals around the state who
have shared their knowledge and resources with me,
though I have not yet, to the best of my awareness, had a
conversation with any direct descendants of the original
inhabitants in and around Glendalough State Park.
While multiple Indigenous cultures have dwelt in the area,
most of their stories have been passed on through spoken
word. The deeply intuitive and spiritual relationship
with place, the natural world, and with each other is an
inseparable part of their lives, not easily understood by
those who have not lived with that connection, and not
easily translatable through written word. As a descendent
of white European Americans, I acknowledge that I am
trying to share what I have discovered as respectfully,
humbly, and accurately as I can, while understanding that
like many non-Natives before me, I am coming from a
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perspective that is filtered through my own life and cultural
experiences.
DAKOTA PEOPLE
The “Plains Village” and “Oneota” people, both living in
the area that is now Glendalough from about AD 1000 to
AD 1650, are the presumed predecessors of the Dakota
people. At the beginning of the Contact Period (AD 16501873) the Dakota, members of the greater Dakota/Lakota/
Nakota Nation, occupied the eastern most portions of their
region, including the woodland shores of lakes and rivers
in western Wisconsin and Minnesota. Those living in the
area of Otter Tail County would have inhabited villages,
cultivated gardens of corn, beans and potatoes, harvested
wild rice and maple sugar, hunted, fished, and gathered
plants for food, medicine, tools and dwelling materials.
From archaeological and historical sources, the early
Dakota lived in birch bark long houses or lodges. They
lived respectfully with nature, moved about seasonally to
allow the earth to restore itself, and honored the gifts of the
water sources they lived next to.

OJIBWE PEOPLE
French fur traders began arriving in Minnesota around
the 1670s, and at that time, the Dakota were the dominant
Indigenous culture. But by the late 1700s, many of the
people native to this area were becoming displaced,
moving south and west as the Ojibwe, one of several tribes
also referred to as Anishinaabe, started moving in from
the East. While we still have place names that refer to
Chippewa, that name most likely came from European’s
mispronunciation of “Ojibwe” or “Ojibwa” – the name,
along with Anishinaabe, preferred by the people today.
Multiple narratives coexist as to why the Anishinaabe
people moved into this part of the region. One story tells
of the Elders’ vision that directed their people to move to
a place “where food grows on the water” (wild rice). Fur
trading and trapping, a major occupation for both Dakota
and Ojibwe, also contributed to migration as competition
for increasingly scarce resources created conflicts between
the Native people. The area in and around Glendalough
State Park was recognized for its abundance of resources,
which made it one of the last hotly contested areas between
Anishinaabe and Dakota people, exacerbated when the
U.S. government began establishing boundaries between
them. By the mid 1800s, the Ojibwe occupied much of
Minnesota, other than the southern third and western
plains.

Otter Tail Lake

Glendalough
State Park

While a very direct and spiritual connection to land,
waters, and sky was integral to countless Indigenous
generations, it was the Dakota People’s language that first
gave voice and name to this deep relationship between
people and place - names still in use today. “The language
is directly tied to the earth,” according to Cantmaza
(Neil) McKay, who himself is both Dakota and Ojibwe.
According to Gwen Westerman, author of Mni Sota
Makoce: The Land of the Dakota, the direct translation of
Minnesota is “land where the water is so clear it reflects
the sky.” Other translation interpretations refer to the “skytinted water,” or “cloudy waters” as was then witnessed
in what became the Minnesota River and subsequently,
the state’s name. Mni is the Dakota word for “water” so
other locations in and around the area incorporate that:
Minnehaha means “tumbling water,” Minnetonka refers
to “big water,” and Minnetrista describes “crooked water,”
according to Westerman. Dakota place names, it seems,
encompass geographical, practical and poetic descriptions.
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OJIBWE PEOPLE

DAKOTA PEOPLE
THE BOUNDARY CREATED BY U.S. IN MID 1800’S
TO SEPARATE OJIBWE AND DAKOTA PEOPLE
CREATED CONFLICT FOR RESOURCES AND
LAND, ESPECIALLY NEAR GLENDALOUGH AREA.

William Warren wrote that the historic Ojibwe way
of life was very similar to the Dakota People’s; a
subsistent lifestyle based on seasons, wild foods as well
as agricultural practices, maple sugar gathering in the
spring, gathering of roots, nuts, berries in the summer,
wild rice harvesting in the fall, and deer hunting in the
winter (though hunting and fishing were done throughout
the year). Villages were located on lakes and streams, with
slight seasonal relocation. Warren notes that the Ojibwe’s
birch bark canoes were ideal for Minnesota’s extensive
waterway transportation system; gliding quickly through
waters yet light enough to be easily portaged over land.
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Just as we incorporate the Dakota language into our daily
lives, we also frequently vocalize words and phrases of
Ojibwe lineage, in nearly original form or an anglicized
interpretation. Otter Tail (Ottertail) is derived from the
Ojibwe’s description of the long, narrow sandbar said to
resemble an otter’s tail where the river comes together with
the northeast side of the lake. Nearby place names offer
a closer resemblance to the authentic Ojibwe language:
Mississippi, or “Great River,” Wadena, meaning “little
round hill,” and Mahnomen, or “wild rice.” Generally
speaking there is a strong tie between Indigenous place
names and natural or spacial features, whereas most
European-based names refer to a person. “When we talk
about land, land is a part of who we are.” says Mary Lyons
of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. “It’s a mixture of our
blood, our past, our current, and our future.”

Part 4 of the People and Place series will go in a different
direction, looking to uncover more about how and why
Glendalough received its Irish name, and how Place
informed the early European descendants who occupied
the area now the park. I believe this will be a fascinating
journey as well and I will continue to listen intently to the
land and waters of Glendalough, to better understand the
inseparable connections people and place have had here for
thousands of years.

Unfortunately, many of the Native people of this area
have moved away, not on their own accord and not solely
because of battles between Dakota and Ojibwe tribes that
many of our limited records report. Disease brought by
Europeans wiped out many of them. Treaties were not
honored by the government, forcing people off the land
their ancestors had been intimately tied to for centuries – or
longer. In order to be considered “civilized,” both Dakota
and Ojibwe were directed to silence their native tongue,
languages that were inseparable from their very lives
and the land they inhabited. Fortunately there is renewed
interest by many Indigenous People to reconnect with their
original languages, and as a result, their culture.

v https://mn.gov/admin/archaeologist/the-public/mn-archaeology/contact-period/

It’s important to remember that though many of the
Indigenous People from this location are no longer
living here, they are still living in the broader area – and
not merely historic figures. Much of their profoundly
deep relationship with place can serve as inspiration for
everyone, to connect to the land, waters and skies that we
are all a part of. How can we interact with the natural world
in a way that goes beyond seeing it only as a recreational,
material or economic resource? How do we become silent
long enough to quiet our minds, to listen and observe
with openness, curiosity and non-judgment, in order to
truly witness the intricate web humans and nature occupy
together?
One of the greatest lessons I’ve taken away (so far) from
learning more about the Dakota and Ojibwe People of the
area is this partnership we have with the larger natural
world; what we do to it, we do to ourselves. The Dakota
say, “mitakuye owasin” or “we are all relatives” which
reveals that our connection with each other and with the
land carries a responsibility to care for and respect each
other and the earth and waters. While this article only
scratches the surface of the Indigenous People who were
so intimately tied to place, it is my intention to continue to
learn and educate myself on their lives and share more with
you in the future.

i The greater Dakota/Lakota/Nakota people are part of the Seven Council Fires or Oceti
Sakowin (pronounced “Oh-chay-tee Shaw-koh-ween). https://dakotawicohan.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/10/Dakota-Language-in-MSM.pdf. The Seven Council Fires is the
preferred name over Sioux (which means, “the enemy”), as are the individual tribe names
of Dakota (meaning “friend” or “ally”), Lakota, etc.
ii https://dakotawicohan.org/dakota-of-minnesota-history/
iii https://www.mnopedia.org/land-water-and-language-dakota-minnesota-s-first-people
iv https://www.mnopedia.org/land-water-and-language-dakota-minnesota-s-first-people

vi Anishinaabe includes Ojibwe, Ottawa, Algonquin, Potawatomi, and other tribes from
the Great Lakes region of Canada and the U.S.. The term is used interchangeably with
Ojibwe in this article.
vii https://libguides.mnhs.org/ojibwefh
viii William Warren, History of Ojibway, 1895. Warren was a 19th century Minnesotan of
Ojibwe ancestry
ix Michael Fedo, The Pocket Guide to Minnesota Place Names, 2002
x As noted when looking through the Pocket Guide to Minnesota Place Names
xi. http://treatiesmatter.org/relationships/land
xii. http://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/welcome/

Emailing Your Tracks &
Trails Newsletter
by Dan Malmstrom, August 2020

As you may recall from the last issue of Tracks & Trails,
we have launched a new Park Partners Facebook page.
It already has more than 300 followers. Likewise, the
Glendalough Trail Facebook page has more than 1,600
followers. We are clearly in the digital age.
With that in mind, the Citizens Advisory Board marketing
committee, led by Tracy Kortlever would like you
to consider receiving your quarterly Tracks & Trails
newsletter via email with a PDF attachment. Clearly, we
do not mind mailing a physical copy of the newsletter as
we realize some people prefer paper copies for family to
peruse over several weeks.
However, some of you receive much of your reading
material on computers and smartphones already or may
have printers when you desire hard copy. In that case, we
would encourage you to consider receiving your Tracks
&Trails newsletter in a quarterly email. It would save Park
Partners printing and postage costs as well.
It’s as simple as 1, 2, 3.
1. Send an email to: glendaloughparkpartners@gmail.com
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2. In the Subject line type: “Email my Tracks & Trails”
3. In the email body, include your preferred email address
As a reminder, you may retrieve past Tracks & Trails
newsletters in our archives on the “Getting Involved” tab
on the MoreThanATrail.com website.

Jeff ’s Jottings

by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma
Glendalough will likely pass its highest previous annual
attendance total by Labor Day. Campground has been full
even on some weekday nights.
Glendalough received lots of media attention this summer
with features in Lake and Home Outdoor magazine and the
summer issue of Otter Tail County magazine.

blocks of the vault toilet were sealed to prevent water
penetration.
Park Office – Minor modifications were made to create
a service window for the park office. Window hours are
daily from 2-3 p.m., and additionally 6-7 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday through Labor Day.
Campground Restroom – A new commercial water heater
and pressure tank were installed.
Tennis Court – With the help of the Trails crew, the asphalt
from the old tennis court was removed and recycled.
Further cleanup and restoration is still needed.
Demolition – The old eagle viewing platform, now quite
rotten, was removed.
COVID Signage – Social distancing signs were placed on
bike trail and throughout park.

Bicycle accidents are on the rise at Glendalough with three
reported already this summer.

From St. Paul

Swimmer’s itch made its first ever appearance in Annie
Battle Lake in my tenure. This resulted in a mass migration
of swimmers to the Molly Stark Lake beach for about two
weeks. Overall, the Molly picnic area has received the
brunt of the tremendous surge in attendance this summer, a
welcome sight.

The window for making camping reservations, including
cabins and yurts, was reduced from one year ahead to 120
days ahead. This should allow more people an opportunity
to rent facilities that are in high demand.

Mama Merganser and
her five ducklings made
themselves comfortable
on the beach of Annie
Battle Lake, more than 100
miles south of their typical
breeding range. Merganser
males are “deadbeat dads”,
leaving mom to raise the chicks alone.

Park Projects

Reservations

COVID-19

Camping and lodging reopened at Glendalough on June 1.
The Glendalough group camp and picnic shelter opened
on July 1 to a maximum of 25 people. The lodge and trail
center will remain closed at least through Labor Day. A 24hour occupancy gap is now required between renters of the
camper cabins and yurts.

Park Staffing

All returning staff were recalled about two weeks late. Two
positions remain vacant at this time and will not be filled
this season. Camp hosts were allowed to return on July 1.
Concessionaire reopened in mid-June.

Bike Trail Loop Completion – Glendalough was
awarded an additional $150,000 grant for this project
from the Federal Recreational Trails Program (FRTP).
The archaeological survey was postponed until this fall
due to the pandemic. Once the survey is complete, the
engineering plan and estimated costs can be finalized.
Trailhead Building – The archaeological survey was
postponed until this fall due to the pandemic. Planning
meetings have been postponed until after the busy summer
season.
Prairie Restoration – “Pam’s Prairie” on the west side of
the park was planted with prairie seed. Transplants will
also be purchased to enhance this area for rare butterflies.
Entrance Kiosk – Parking areas were restriped, and a new
secure self-registration fee box was installed. Concrete
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NEW/RENEWING PARK PARTNERS
In celebration of our 100th Edition of Tracks & Trails
newsletter, we did an expanded mailing which resulted
in welcoming 63 new Park Partners members along
with 20 membership renewals. Everyone’s generosity
is greatly appreciated especially during these
unprecedented times.
MEMORIAL/HONOR
Gigi Scanlan from Mitchell & Tammy Jobe

Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson – President (2022)
Dan Malmstrom – Vice President (2020)
Sarah Govig – Secretary (2021)
Peter Christianson – Treasurer (2021)
Tracy Kortlever (2021)
John Christensen (2022)
Chris Estes (2022)
Jay Anderson (2020)
Joan Vorderbruggen (2020)

DNR:

Melody Webb, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager
Ben Bergey, District Recreation Supervisor
Shawn Donais, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist
Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 261-6900

Earl McCaustland, Ruth Thompson, and Marianne
Davis from Jeffrey & Kathy Vinton
Memorial for Pam Anderson from:
Terrence & Susan Nelson
Christine & Darrel Tungseth
Brent Floden
Elizabeth & Zachary Hoyer
David Hanson
Bradley Riba
Otter Tail County Sheriff’s Posse Inc.
Tom & Grace Stoebe
Thank you for keeping your memberships current.
Please review the date on the address label of your
Tracks & Trails to check your membership status.
Send your membership correspondence to:
Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager
Glendalough Tracks & Trails
is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by
the Glendalough Park Partners
Tracy Kortlever • membership

Next Advisory Board Meeting: Thursday, August 20, 7:00 p.m.
Glendalough Lodge – Open to Everyone
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Thank you,
Park Partners!

To Renew or to Become a
Glendalough Park Partner:
Choose one of the following levels:
Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet
Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt
circle size: S M L XL 2XL

Patron ( $100 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD
Benefactor ( $500 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough print
No Gift Desired (check box)
Send your tax-deductible contribution to:

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

For more information about Park Partners,
upcoming events, and archived
Tracks & Trails newsletters, visit us at
www.morethanatrail.com/getting-involved/

Trek Bikes, Surreys, Paddle Boards, Canoes,
Small Boats, Kayaks, Hydro-Bikes and more!
Downtown Battle Lake & Glendalough State Park!
218-282-1063 • 218-731-7181
www.GallopingGooseRentals.net

10% discount to Park Partners Members
Glendalough Location Only
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