
As the 2018 legislative session came to a close, Governor Mark Dayton signed an important bonding bill that includes 
$750,000 for pre-design, design and construction for a new trail and visitor center in Glendalough State Park. The bonding 
will augment more than $200,000 of private philanthropy that was quietly raised by the board ahead of making the state 
bonding request. The trail center is on its way to becoming a reality in Glendalough State Park.

During the spring of 2017, the Citizens 
Advisory Board formed a long-term planning 
team, including representatives from the DNR, 
to address the need for a trail center and other 
long-term park amenities. The committee 
drafted a detailed plan for a new trail center, 
prepared architectural renderings and cost 
estimates, and raised seed money from the 
Cowles and Ballantine families and local 
philanthropists.  

In August of 2017, the Minnesota Parks and 
Trails Council asked the Glendalough Advisory 
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The growing interest and use of the Glendalough Trail can be seen in many 
forms around our area: avid cyclists, recreational bikers, bike racks on vehicles, 
trailheads bustling with people, activity at the Galloping Goose rental sites, 
busy restaurants, and happy faces all along on the trail. With the growing 
trail use comes more frequent interaction of motorized vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians. Safety will become a very important consideration in the future. 

Fortunately, the unique design of the Glendalough Trail loop produced a family 
friendly trail with very few roadway crossings in comparison to point-to-point 
trails that often cross state, county and township roads. Even with the safe 
design, the local Citizens Advisory Board believes safety precautions can be 
improved at the County Highway #16 crossing near the park entrance. 

Based upon observation and feedback from the Battle Lake Chief of Police 

Trail Crossing Safety Enhancements 
Dan Malmstrom, August 2018

LED Trail Crossing SignKent Kortlever, owners of the Galloping Goose, 
and several trail enthusiasts, it was determined that 
additional warning signs well ahead of the crossing 
on Highway #16 would be very useful to alert 
motorists of the trail crossing near the park entrance.

The Citizens Advisory Board contacted Chuck 
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Another great summer is winding down at Glendalough. Good weather has allowed our many visitors to enjoy the lakes, 
prairies, trails, and serenity that is right here at our doorstep. 

I was talking to Casey Love of Galloping Goose Rentals in the park recently and he said the rental business has been 
great this year. Galloping Goose has been a wonderful addition to our park, and they continue to add more rental 
inventory based on your feedback. 

In case you haven’t heard, we have made great progress on a new Trail Center for the park since our last newsletter. See 
the front page article in this issue.

You will also find new amenities with your safety in mind, especially at 
the Highway #16 trail crossing. Thanks to your support, Park Partners has 
purchased additional, illuminated caution signs that will be installed along 
the highway as motorists approach the park from either direction.

A few thank you remarks are in order in this issue. First, congratulations 
to Julia Everts-DeMars and her husband Joe on the birth of their baby girl 
recently, and thanks to Julia for her great contributions on our Tracks & 
Trails newsletter each quarter.

Special thanks go out to our advisory board member Deb Baker for her 
years of service to the park. Deb and her husband Doug will be spending 
future winters in Texas, and she will be handing off her board duties to 
someone new.

Finally, I would like to thank our seasonal employees who work under the 
direction of Park Manager Jeff Wiersma every summer. Rarely recognized, 
they are key people who make your “Glendalough experience” as enjoyable 
by making sure the park is in top condition for your visits. In a separate 
article, they will introduce themselves to you.

Steve Nelson, President 
Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board 
stevenbrucenelson@gmail.com

Deb Baker receiving her appreciation plaque.

Glendalough's Great Seasonal Team 
Steve Nelson, August 2018

President’s Remarks

The evidence is everywhere; Glendalough 
is on the map as a pristine destination. 
Visitor counts in the park have 
skyrocketed over the past few years driven 
by Glendalough’s many attributes: the 
trail, archeological findings, the wonderful 
camping and diverse recreational 
experiences. People enjoy coming to 
Glendalough for these experiences in 
the context of prairie, forest, lakes, and 
wildlife. 

Those experiences would not be nearly as 
rewarding without a park that is managed 
so well by DNR staff members. A big 
part of that management plan is the team 
of seasonal employees. Sometimes we see them, and many times they go about their work out of our sight. Regardless, 
they are doing a great job and deserve our acknowledgement for playing a key part in making Glendalough a great place. 
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Board to write a grant application for the trail center, which 
became part of their 2018 legislative agenda. They also 
recommended drafting House and Senate 2018 bonding 
bills with Representative Bud Nornes and Senator Bill 
Ingebrigtsen for the trail center. After the considerable 
grant writing, bill drafting, letter writing, communications 
and testimony in St. Paul, the local efforts were rewarded 
as the tumultuous 2018 legislative session came to a close 
with Governor Dayton signing the bill.

Going forward, officials from the Minnesota DNR will 
manage the process for development of the trail center. 
From the local point of view, the trail center is intended 
to offer a combination of enclosed and open-air spaces, 
similar in feel to the Mary Gibbs Center at the Mississippi 
headwaters in Itasca State Park. Functionally, it will 
provide trailhead and visitor services, park interpretation, 
naturalist office space, winterized restrooms and showers, 
multi-season gathering area, rental concessionaire, and 
centralized parking. The preliminary project cost was 
estimated at $1.2 million. 

Over the coming months, the DNR will form a team to 
begin the trail center project. According to DNR Parks 
Operations Manager Peter Harks, a “pre-design phase” 
will define the scope of the project, include survey work, 
and provide a general assessment of the project cost. The 
project will be scoped upfront in a way that will stay within 
the allocated funding and will meet state requirements 
such as accessibility and energy efficiency. This pre-
design phase also includes cultural and natural resource 
investigations.

A “final design phase” brings into focus the pre-design 
work and final architectural and landscape design so 
that project bid documents can be prepared for the 
“construction phase”.

Once the final form, function and costs are determined for 
the trail center, the Citizens Advisory Board may reach 
out to its faithful Park Partners and others for funding to 
augment the $1 million already secured for the trail center.

The approval of the $750,000 bond is quite remarkable 
considering the process spanned only 15 months from 
initial ideation to signed legislation. The amount of 
planning, writing, design, fundraising, and legislative 
work that occurred during that span is a testament 
to the stewardship, commitment, and tireless work 
of Glendalough enthusiasts. We are also grateful to 
our friends at the Minnesota Parks and Trail Council, 
Representative Nornes, Senator Ingrebrigtsen and our 
DNR colleagues.

Please take a moment to get to know them in the first 
person.

Hello, my name is Gerardo Armendariz. I live in Battle 
Lake and have been working in the park for over four 
years. I enjoy working at Glendalough State Park. It 
allows me to be outdoors and meet new people. We have 
people that visit daily or camp for days from all over the 
state of Minnesota. I would like to continue working at 
Glendalough as I gain more experience to advance my 
career in the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). 

Hi, my name is Katie Minshall. This is my second year 
working at the park. I commute from Fergus Falls every 
day, as I enjoy working with nature, especially with the 
wildlife that runs free at Glendalough. As I pursue my 
degree in Ornithology at NDSU, I gain a lot of experience 
and have a wonderful time at this park. The people I work 
with, especially Jeff Wiersma, have made my time here 
enjoyable. It’s a very comforting job with natural rewards. 

Hello, my name is Carrie Wilts. I live near Herman, MN. 
This is my first year at Glendalough. I enjoy being able to 
work outside and driving the pickup. I will be attending 
Vermillion Community College in Ely, MN for wildland/
wildlife law enforcement. I hope to one day become a game 
warden (conservation officer) in Minnesota or Alaska. 

Hi, I’m Evan Kottsick from Fargo, ND. This is my first 
year working at the state park. Working at Glendalough 
has been a great experience because it has given me the 
opportunity to learn so many new things that will help me 
in personal and professional endeavors. The ability to work 
both in the office and outside while helping people and the 
park has been wonderful. I currently attend NDSU and 
am working on earning a master’s degree in Public Health 
with an end goal of working in a hospital or health facility 
specializing in infectious diseases.

Hello, my name is Grant Ralston. I live in Battle Lake and 
have been visiting the park all my life. This is my second 
year working at Glendalough. I enjoy being able to work 
outside with nature while working here at the park. I am 
currently studying at the University of North Dakota in 
pursuit of my major in Wildlife Biology. 

My name is Heidi Brandsma. I am from Bertha. This 
is my first year working at Glendalough State Park. One 
of my favorite things about working at Glendalough is 
meeting people; whether it’s answering questions about the 
history of the park, helping them find the right activities 
to fit the experience they are looking for, or talking about 
some of the natural resources here at the park. It always 
keeps things interesting. I completed my degree from South 
Dakota State University in Early Childhood Education 
in 2007. I am currently co-running a dairy farm with my 
brother and dad in Bertha.

Trail Center Story continued from page 1
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DNR Supervisor Takes Residence in Glendalough 
by Dan Malmstrom, August 2018

Grotte, Director of the Otter Tail County Highway department to seek advisement and evaluate options. The County was 
receptive to additional warning signs prior to the crossing and agreed to install signs that met Minnesota’s specifications. 
However, the county indicated it would not be able to fund unique or additional signage at the crossing.

Given the importance of safety to park visitors, the Glendalough board proceeded to research sign options and 
specifications that would meet Minnesota standards and secured quotes from two companies for high visibility signs with 
solar powered LED flashers that would be active 24/7. After review and approval from Chuck Grotte, the Glendalough 
Citizens Advisory Board approved the purchase of two signs from TapCo – a Wisconsin company – that has provided 
signage across Minnesota. The two signs will be installed by Otter Tail County engineering crews 500 feet prior to the 
crossing from both the east and west along Highway #16.

Trail Crossing Story continued from page 1

Glendalough State Park has been selected as the office for another Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
professional. We are excited to welcome Charles Carpenter to Glendalough State Park and the Battle Lake area. Chuck is 
Region 1, District 1 Supervisor for the Parks and Trails Division of the DNR.

For clarity, the DNR, which is comprised of seven divisions, organizes the state administratively into four Regions: 
Northwest #1, Northeast #2, Central #3, and Southern #4. The Parks and Trails division organizes those four regions into 
ten districts. As such, Glendalough is in Region 1, District 1.  

As the Region 1, District 1 Supervisor, Chuck Carpenter oversees the Park 
Managers at Glendalough, Maplewood, Buffalo River, Lake Carlos, and 
Glacial Lake State Parks. Chuck is also responsible for an Area Supervisor 
that manages trails, bike trails, waterway trails, public accesses and boat 
landings across eight Minnesota counties.

Chuck reports to Melody Webb, Parks and Trails Assistant Regional Manager 
(Fergus Falls) who reports to Gary Hoeft, Parks and Trails Northwest Region 
1 Manager (Bemidji). 

As expected, Chuck’s role involves a fair amount of travel between the 
various resources in District 1. Part of this role is to be a consistent advocate 
for these outstate resources. In his words, “I’m a connector between the 
Parks/Trails and the statewide organizational leadership of the DNR. I give 
voice to the needs and realities on the ground and support the Park Managers 
in navigating systems, initiatives, opportunities.” This advocacy will be 
beneficial to Glendalough and other parks on a state level as he also serves 
on the Parks and Trails Safety Committee and the Parks and Trails Fiscal and 
Division Services Committee. 

Surprisingly, Chuck is not a DNR career professional, other than a few seasonal positions as a fire fighter for the DNR. 
In fact, Chuck is an English major who spent a good portion of his career as a guide in northern Minnesota and as the 
Executive Director at Holden Village, a retreat center in Washington state. During that time, he found enjoyment creating 
collaboration between non-profit volunteer organizations, governmental agencies and businesses on environmental 
initiatives. 

This unique DNR supervisor role, blended with Chuck’s career experience with volunteer organizations, should create 
great optimism for Glendalough, and advocates of other area parks. He desires to maintain and sustain our Parks and 
Trails with an overarching goal to welcome all Minnesotans to utilize and care for our amazing natural resources. To put 
his approach succinctly, he said, “I appreciate the dedication, passion and power of volunteers to directly impact positive 
change. I look forward to working with all people interested in these goals.” 

On a personal level, outdoor enthusiasts will likely find several points of affinity with Chuck. For example, he lives in 

Chuck Carpenter
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From St. Paul

Park Projects
Fish Cleaning Station. Modifications are being made 
to improve the fish cleaning station at the campground, 
including installation of a utility sink.

Internet. A new fiber optic line was installed to the park 
office and has made a huge difference in internet speeds.

Trail Center. Occupancy sensors and LED lighting were 
completed in the trail center.

Carriage House. Carriage house is being emptied with an 
expectation that the building will be demolished this year.

Burn Pile. Cleanup of the old burn pile is completed. A 
freezer was purchased for freezing fish guts so they can be 
placed in the dumpsters before weekly pickups. They are 
no longer being dumped at the burn pile location.

Bike Trail. Cracks were patched in the paved bike trail.

Service Road. Small trees are being removed from the 
ditches along the service road to the yurts and canoe sites 
to eliminate overhanging limbs and create better winter 
access. (This was part of the old Glendalough access road.) 

Resource Management. The fall harvest is already in 
progress as the prairie grasses have matured early this year.

Molly Stark Lake and Annie Battle Lake have both been 
designated as “infested waters” after zebra mussels were 
discovered in both lakes. The lakes likely were infested 
through the creek that connects to West Battle Lake where 
zebra mussels had been previously found. Though lots of 
mussels can be found in Molly already, they were only 
found near the inlet on Annie. No zebra mussels were 
found near the inlet to Blanche Lake.

Legislation authorizing $750,000 in bonding money to be 
spent on a new Glendalough trailhead facility was passed 
by the legislature in May. This is in addition to private 
donations and pledges already nearing $200,000. No 
timeline has been set yet for design and construction.

The application for the Federal Recreational Trails 
Program grant to complete the Glendalough trail loop in 
the park was not successful. It is hoped that we will be able 
to reapply for this grant next year.

Jeff’s Jottings
by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma
Two bears were seen in the park this summer but have 
not been seen for almost a month now. They were quite a 
surprise for some people on the bike trail and at the yurts.

Canada geese have been a problem at the Annie beach 
this summer. It is recommended not to go barefoot on the 
grass near the lodge and trail center. We have received 
several complaints about the goose droppings. Did you 
know that a goose leaves 2-3 pounds of fecal material per 
day? With close to 20 geese in the area, it is not possible 
to continually clean up after them. The park is looking at 
ways to keep the geese out of the swimming areas in the 
future, but we are stuck with them for now.

If you rent equipment from Galloping Goose rentals in 
the park, please remember that it is required to wear 
lifejackets when on the watercraft and helmets when on 
the bikes. With today’s increased sensitivity to liability, 
your compliance is crucial to these services continuing to 
be available at the park. New signs have been posted to 
remind you.

With all of the moisture the park has received this summer, 
the prairie flower display has been fantastic, and we 
expect it to continue into the fall. You won’t need to wait 
for the leaves to change to see fall color at Glendalough. 
The prairie grasses will be turning soon, and there will be 
many flowers mixed in.

Otter Tail County and loves various Minnesota pursuits, 
especially the silent sports.

Although originally from Wisconsin, Chuck’s Minnesota 
blood runs deep. He and his wife Stephanie met as 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) 
guides and and raised their two kids, Cailan and August 
in remote, wild places including the Cascade Mountains.  
As Chuck would say, “they learned how to camp, paddle 
a canoe, walk on ice, hike in the mountains and use an 
outhouse at minus 30.” 

As a family the Carpenters spent 10 years on the Gunflint 
Trail in northern Minnesota, 10 years in Washington state, 
and now make their home near Fergus Falls. 

If you happen to see Chuck in the park or park office, 
please give him a warm Glendalough welcome!
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GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Quarterly Meeting • May 3, 2018

Call to Order

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was reviewed and approved. M/S/C 
(Christianson/Malmstrom)

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes were reviewed and approved. M/S/C 
(Malmstrom/Christianson)

Treasurer’s Report

Peter Christianson presented the 2017 Full year treasurer’s  
report. Peter also presented the GSP January – May 2 
2018 treasurer’s report. The annual Walk generated walk 
generated $14,610.32 after expenses. Discussion about 
maintaining separation of Trail Center contributions and 
funds raised from the annual Walk. M/S/C (Kortlever/
Anderson)

Park Manager’s Report

Park Manager Jeff Wiersma discussed current maintenance 
issues in the park. Dan Malmstrom asked about status of 
repairs in pavement cracks on the bike trail. They should 
be repaired during the second week of May.

Committee Reports

Membership: The Annual Walk brought in new members.

Projects Committee Report: Discussion of the proposed 
deck by Jeff Wiersma and permits for deck. Trail center 
new counter top discussion by Peter Christianson. Dan 
Malmstrom discussed progress with the trail / road 
crossing warning signage. Currently looking for best and 
most cost-effective options.

Long-Term Planning Committee Report: Dan Malmstrom 
discussed recent testimony in St Paul, surrounding the 
proposed new Glendalough State Park Trail Center. The 
Minnesota House has written Glendalough State Park into 
its bonding bill. Hoping for Senate approval.

Walk for Glendalough Committee: Tracy Kortlever 
reported on a successful Walk for Glendalough raising 
$14,610.32.

Old Business

Kurt Maethner discussed marking boat for rental rescue. 
Suggestion was made to use paper stencil and spray paint 
“Rescue Boat” on the boat.

New Business

Kurt Maethner of Galloping Goose Rentals updated the 
board of the new rental equipment in the park available for 
rental (for example hydro bikes). Jeff Wiersma discussed 
possibility of updating the rental ski equipment. Also 
discussed new Glendalough-logo’d items.

Adjournment

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting. M/S/C 
(Anderson/Kortlever)

Next meeting Thursday, August 16, 2018 @ 7:00 pm.



7Glendalough State Park ︙ Battle Lake, Minnesota

Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson – President (2019)

Dan Malmstrom – Vice President (2020)
Sarah Govig – Secretary (2021)

Peter Christianson – Treasurer (2021)
Tracy Kortlever (2021)
John Christensen (2019)

Chris Estes (2019)
Jay Anderson (2020)

Joan Vorderbruggen (2020)

DNR:
Gary Hoeft, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager

Melody Webb, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager
Chuck Carpenter, District Recreation Supervisor

Kathy Beaulieu, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist

Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane

Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 864-0110 

 
Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager 

 
Glendalough Tracks & Trails

is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by

the Glendalough Park Partners

Tracy Kortlever • membership

New/Renewing Park Partners
April 25, 2018 – August 4, 2018

Barbara Beckman, Moorhead 
Roger and Kathleen Schmitz, Ottertail 

Steven Bradsteen, Battle Lake 
Anne and JJ Cline, Battle Lake 
Margaret Wall, Wahpeton, ND 

Bob and JoAnn Anderson, Battle Lake 
Clinton and Vynnette Perkins, New Brighton 

Clara Sesti, Fergus Falls 
Bernice and Gerald Davis, Wahpeton, ND 

Homer and Esther Saetre, Battle Lake 
John Bernauer, Battle Lake 

Dr. Bob and Phyllis Ellingson, Battle Lake 
Janis Skov, Battle Lake 

Robert and Darlene Nelson, Battle Lake 
Susan and John Donelan, Fergus Falls 

Margaret Wolfson, St Louis Park 
Jackie Estes, Battle Lake 

Pat and Lisa Rademacher, Battle Lake 
Marlys and Donn Siems, Battle Lake 
Lucy Spiekermeier, Wahpeton, ND 

Byron and Tanya Hensch, Battle Lake 
Bud and Phyllis Narveson, Battle Lake 

Malcolm Moore, Plymouth 
Helen Momsen, Spencer, IA 

Charles and Louise Reeve, Battle Lake 
Peggy Gunn/ Thomas Peterson, Minneapolis 
Phletus and Sally Williams, Pelican Rapids 

Jed Wall, Wahpeton, ND 
Stub’s Dining & Saloon, Battle Lake 

David and Mary Freeman, Motley 
Dale and Kari Steenblock, Dent

Thank you for keeping your memberships current. 
Please check the date on the address label of your 

Tracks and Trails to check your membership status. 
Send your membership correspondence to:

Glendalough Park Partners 
PO Box 901 

Battle Lake, MN  56515

Next Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, November 15

7:00 p.m.
Glendalough Lodge – Open to Everyone
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Thank you,
Park Partners!
To Renew or to Become a  

Glendalough Park Partner:

Choose one of the following levels:

Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet

Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt

circle size: S  M  L  XL  2XL

Patron ( $100 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD

Benefactor ( $500 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough print

No Gift Desired (check box)

Send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Glendalough Park Partners

PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901

Battle Lake, MN 56515

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Park Partners,  
upcoming events, and archived  

Tracks & Trails newsletters, visit us at  
www.morethanatrail.com/getting-involved/

Trek Bikes, Surreys, Paddle Boards, Canoes,  
Small Boats, Kayaks, Hydro-Bikes and more!

Downtown Battle Lake & Glendalough State Park!
218-282-1063 • 218-731-7181

www.GallopingGooseRentals.net

Glendalough Location Only
10% discount to Park Partners Members


