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This is not the first time that Grace Stoebe has placed first at the 
annual Walk for Glendalough. Grace has claimed the first place prize 
every year since she joined the competition in 2005. This year she 
raised $3,165, and took home the art print, “Glendalough”, by local 
artist Stephen Henning.

I asked Grace if she would like to share the secret of her fundraising 
success, and she replied, “My secret is having a generous group of 
neighbors and friends who feel privileged to have Glendalough  
in their backyard. I send out a letter each year and the contributions 
come in like magic.” 

Grace also received a special gift from the Park Partners this year at 
the awards program. A metal Glendalough logo sign was presented  
to Grace in honor of her amazing total of $33,424 of donations  
since 2005. 

The Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board and the Park Partners 
would like to thank Grace for her years of dedication and hard work. 
Grace, you are amazing!

Grace and "Glendalough" 
Kristi Everts, April 2017

Feel the Earth Move 
Dan Malmstrom, August 2017
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Grace Stoebe, with her "Glendalough" print  
by Stephen Henning

Runner reviewing kiosk.

“I feel the earth move under my feet” are lyrics 
from the song made famous in 1971 by Carole 
King. I was reminded of those lyrics last fall while 
in the park. After studying an interpretive kiosk 
along the trail that described the massive mammals 
that made Glendalough their home centuries ago,  
I hiked well into the tall purple prairie grasses  
and let my imagination drift back in time.  
The ground surely trembled as the bison herd 
roamed peacefully and unaware of my presence.

As an outdoor enthusiast, I have grown to love the 
Glendalough Trail for its unique blend of nature, 
tranquility, history and of course, recreation.  
And it has become quite rewarding to watch 
thousands of young and old park visitors enjoy  
the same experience.  

Those who choose to hit the pause button on their 
trail recreation are fascinated by the Glendalough 
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artifacts that lie just below their feet, which seem to coax 
our imaginations to a time long ago. 

Prior to the final route selection of the Glendalough Trail, 
an extensive archeology assessment was conducted by the 
Minnesota DNR. It involved a team of archeologists for an 
entire summer as they surveyed several hundred sites.  

State archeologists were excited about the Glendalough 
Trail survey as the proposed route required an examination 
of landforms and areas that would not typically have been 
surveyed. Locations immediately on the shorelines of lakes 
are normally assessed, but areas further than 200-250 feet 
from shorelines are often not examined. 

Because of the trail route, several sites were examined 
well beyond the 200-foot mark, which led to inspiring 
archeology and surprising discoveries. At the Glendalough 
Trail Grand Opening event in 2014, Dave Radford, the 
30-year+ archeology veteran with the Minnesota DNR, 
remarked that the Glendalough project was the most 
rewarding of his entire career. 

The archeology resulted in new learning and established 
that Native American occupation in the areas surrounding 
Annie Battle Lake and Molly Stark was extensive and 
spanned five cultural eras! 

Previously, it was known the area between West Battle 
Lake and Blanche Lake was occupied repeatedly over a 
3,000-year period by Native Americans as evidenced by 
various ceramics that have been discovered such as; Early 
Woodland, Middle Woodland, Late Woodland, Plains 
Village, and Oneota. This was verified again during the 
assessment.

However, one of the most stunning discoveries in the recent 
archeology involved “fire-cracked rock” (FCR) and how 
it was used in the largest earthen oven ever discovered in 
the state of Minnesota. My wife Lisa and I were mountain 
biking the grass trails along the proposed route when this 
oven was discovered. The archeologists were ecstatic.  
The site was blocked off for days as they uncovered, 
analyzed, documented and restored the site. 

The identification and study of this large, intact FCR 
feature at Glendalough State Park is very significant. It 
offers the opportunity to retrieve detailed information 
about cooking activities, foods, preparations, and 
specific techniques, which are not widely understood or 
documented in Minnesota archeology. 

Fire-cracked rock by definition is rock fractured by 
heating in a fire, which can raise the rock temperature to 
a glowing-red stage, and subsequent cooled by immersing 
into a liquid, resulting in thermal stress fractures. The 
process causes rapid expansion and contraction, or the 
differential between the exterior and interior of rocks, 

which causes 
fracture. 

There is a wide 
range of patterned 
activities that 
utilize FCR. 
These include 
rock used for: 
stone boiling; 
oven pits for 
cooking vegetable 
resources such 
as acorns or 
carbohydrate-rich 
roots; indirect 
radiant heat 
transfer for food 
preparation, 
such as hot rock 
griddle cooking 
or roasting; 
steaming, 
smoking, drying 
of meat or 
fish; hearth or 
containment 
stones; radiant 
heat for 
temporary 

structures; sweat lodges and medicinal purposes; producing 
grit temper for ceramics; heat-treating lithic materials; and 
melting snow or ice for drinking water. 

In the study of the Glendalough State Park site, weight, 
stone material, and fracture types are being assigned 
to determine a ratio that other researchers will have for 
comparative purposes. The location of this extensive 
earthen oven in Glendalough is on the eastern side of 
Annie Battle Lake and is documented well on two separate 
interpretive kiosks.  

And the archeology doesn’t end with the oven. It is 
fascinating to learn of the five cultural eras that span 
occupation of the park, the animals and mammals that 
wandered the prairies of Glendalough, how the dwellers 
lived and provided for themselves, and of lithic materials 
found that could only be present via human transport from 
other states which speaks to Glendalough as a significant 
destination for Native Americans.

As you continue to spin your wheels on the Glendalough 
Trail, you might want to hit the brakes and check out the 
archeology. You will be moved while standing still.

Dinner oven kiosk.
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President's Remarks
My mother always told me, “it never hurts to say thank 
you.” So, here we go…

Things are jumping at Glendalough again this summer! By 
all estimations, the week surrounding this 4th of July was 
the busiest in the history of the park! The good news is that 
nearly all our visitors seem to feel the same way that you 
and we do about this wonderful piece of real estate. Thank 
you to all of you/them for taking care of the park like it’s 
your very own, because it is. 

Congratulations and thanks to Gerry Lipinski, a valued 
member of the Glendalough staff, who was recently 
promoted to Park Specialist at Lake Carlos State Park.  
Gerry’s dedication and experience will be extremely 
difficult to replace. Thanks also to Park Manager Jeff 
Wiersma and the rest of his staff who are working extra 
hard to fill in the gaps left by Gerry’s absence.

Have you had a chance to stop by the new rental 
concession building this summer operated by Galloping 
Goose Rentals? They have a great inventory of bikes, 
water toys and concessions that will help make your time 
at Glendalough that much more enjoyable. Thanks to Kurt 
and his team for bringing such a great addition to the park!

We continue to strategize the development and financing 
of a new multi-use trail center and a new Sunset Lake 
trail segment. We have a lot of work ahead of us, but we 
have started philanthropic conversations with some folks 
to gauge their interest and level of support. Thank you 
to those who are considering our proposal, and thanks in 
advance to those of you who we will be talking with in the 
coming months. If you have any interest in being a part of 
this initiative, at any level, please email me at the address 
listed below.

Thanks again to our feature article contributors. We would 
welcome a story about your Glendalough experiences or 
about your personal adventures in nature. Please email 
your article ideas to us.

Special thanks to Grace Stoebe for her outstanding legacy 
of fundraising leadership on behalf of Glendalough and the 
Park Partners. See the article about Grace’s work in this 
issue of Tracks & Trails.

We have two retiring Park Partners board members 
to replace at this year’s annual meeting, and it will be 
impossible to thank them enough for all they have done 
over the years. Jean Dirckx served as board Secretary and 
lent her support to the “Walk for Glendalough” for many 
years. As a teacher in the Battle Lake school system, she 
made sure her students spent time in the outdoor classroom 
that is Glendalough. Kristi Everts served on the advisory 
board for 16 years as Treasurer, Vice-President, 

President, Walk Chairperson, various ad hoc committees 
and even filled in as Secretary on occasion. All the little 
details that make a project successful magically came 
together when Kristi was in charge. Thank you to both 
of you for your tremendous service and dedication to the 
advisory board and Glendalough State Park. 

If you are receiving this newsletter, chances are you are a 
member of Glendalough Park Partners, and we thank you 
for that. Please invite your friends and neighbors to join us 
as well. Membership information can be found in this issue 
of Tracks & Trails or  
www.morethanatrail.com/getting-involved/ 

Enjoy your Glendalough experience! 

Steve Nelson, President  
Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board 
stevenbrucenelson@gmail.com

Kristi Everts receiving her appreciation plaque.
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Park Projects

From St. Paul

•	 Concession Building – The concessionaire has been 
operating out of his new building where he sells 
camping necessities, pop, snacks, ice cream treats, and 
souvenirs in addition to renting bikes and boats. New 
signage was installed on some of the parking lot posts 
for handicapped parking and “rental customers only”.

•	 Bike Fix-it Station – A new self-service repair station 
for bicycles has been installed in front of the new 
concession building. It includes various tools and a 
hand pump.

•	 Lodge road/parking – Gravel will be added to the road 
from the bridge to the lodge and to the main parking 
area to improve drainage, eliminate potholes, and 
better delineate parking. Access to this area may be 
hindered during the roadwork.

•	 Pedestal Grills - Two new grills, purchased by the 
Park Partners, were placed at the Molly Stark Picnic 
Shelter. These have three times more cooking area 
than the rusted grills that they are replacing.

•	 Fish	Cleaning	Stations	–	A	fish	cleaning	station	
(table and can) was added to the yurt/canoe site 
area near the wood shed, and minor improvements 
to the campground station were made to improve 
accessibility.

•	 Vehicle	permit	prices	increased	on	July	1	for	the	first	
time since 2003. Annual permits are now $35, and 
dailies	are	$7.	Increases	will	help	offset	inflationary	
costs so that services can be maintained. There have 
been very few complaints thus far.

Jeff’s Jottings 
by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma

•	 The Annie beach has been overwhelmed on hot 
weekends, creating many parking issues. One 
weekend,	people	drove	over	the	drainfield	damaging	
several PVC pipes. Parking has now been roped off.  
If parking is full within the roped area, please drop off 
your	gear	and	park	in	the	overflow	lot	near	the	bike/
boat rental concession. No trailers or RVs should be 
parking near the lodge at any time during the summer.

•	 The park recently received a visit from the son 
of James Hansen, the man who was appointed as 
Eisenhower’s bodyguard during his 1952 visit to 
Glendalough. James got the job because “he was a 
good shot” with a gun.

•	 The	Lake	Emma	floating	dock	is	closed	for	safety	
reasons.	It	is	in	need	of	significant	repair.

•	 $200,000 has been raised from sales of State Parks 
and Trails license plates through June 2017.

•	 Summer storms have wreaked havoc in many parks 
and on many trails throughout the state, including 
Lake Carlos State Park and Inspiration Peak in our 
district.	Glendalough	has	been	spared	significant	
damage though one tree fell in the campground close 
to a tent, and others have temporarily blocked trails.

Galloping Goose Rentals now provides a great facility 
to serve the public. It is located at the Annie Battle Lake 

trailhead and parking area in the park. The facility provides 
various water equipment, many types of bicycles, food, 

beverages and souvenirs.

A state-of-the-art bicycle Fix It Station was recently installed 
in Glendalough State Park, made possible by a donation from 
the West Central Initiative Fund. The Fix It Station provides an 
air pump, a bike maintenance rack, and various tools to make 

adjustments and change tires.
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Axel Hansen, Minneapolis Tribune agricultural director, was knighted by King Frederik of Denmark Thursday of last 
week. 

Andrew N. Johnson, Danish consul general in Minneapolis, acting for the king, awarded Hansen the medal of Knight of 
the Order of Danneborg (the Danish flag) at ceremonies at the Radisson hotel. Watching were about 150 friends of the 
genial, Danish-born operator of Glendalough farm, Battle Lake. 

A communication from Danish Ambassador Henrik Kauffmann noted the knighthood was conferred "in appreciation of 
your activities through the years in this country and your work for support of Danish-American endeavors." 

Included in the hundreds of telegrams sent to Axel on his honor, was one from the Battle Lake Civic and Commerce. It 
was one of the three messages chosen to be read, and it follows:

"We, the people of the Battle Lake community are happy and proud to join with others in extending to you, Axel, our 
heartiest congratulations on being awarded this great honor. Having known you as we do, and recognizing fully your 
ability and untiring efforts in this, your chosen field, we are happy and proud to see this distinguished recognition 
accorded you - a recognition not given lightly. We would also like to express to you, our appreciation for the many, many 
courtesies, gestures and acts accorded by you toward the betterment and welfare of our community throughout these 
many years of our associations. We are all proud that you are one of us, and that we may all call you our friend."

Sincere best wishes & heartiest congratulations.  
Battle Lake Civic & Commerce 
Battle Lake, Minnesota 

Hansen, who came to the United States 52 years ago, 
supervises the raising of some 10,000 turkeys annually, plus 
thousands of ducks and pheasants in a conservation program 
at Glendalough farm. The farm belongs to Minneapolis Star 
and Tribune Co. 

Earlier, as manager of Femco farms, Breckenridge, formerly 
owned by the Minneapolis. Tribune, he built one of the 
country's finest and largest herds of Holstein cattle. He also 
was in charge of raising Percheron horses and Duroc Jersey 
hogs at the farm from 1926 until it was sold in 1941.

Hansen has served as superintendent of the cattle and dairy 
departments at Minnesota State fair for the past 27 years. 

Known as an outstanding judge of livestock since 1920, he has judged at the leading fairs and national shows in the 
United States and Canada. 

He served as president of the Minnesota Holstein Breeders association from 1930 to 1935 and has been a member of its 
board of directors since 1919. 

He was also president of the Northern State Turkey show, Alexandria; for six years and served on the board of that 
organization and of Livestock Breeders association and Minnesota Turkey Growers association. . 

Recently Hansen has been active in the exchange of agricultural students between the United States and the Scandinavian 
countries.

The Hansens live at 7324 Aldrich avenue S., Richfield.

Attend Axel Hansen Banquet 

Those who attended the Banquet in honor of Axel Hansen at the Radisson hotel last Thursday evening were Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Severson, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Al Madsen, Mr. and Mrs. Emil Madsen, Mr. and Mrs. Myron 
Duhn and Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Peterson.

Park History:  
Axel Hansen Receives The Knighthood Of Danish Flag
Published on February 21, 1957 – Battle Lake Review
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GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Quarterly Meeting • May 18, 2017

Call to Order

The May quarterly meeting of the Citizen's Advisory 
Board was called to order by President Steve Nelson at 
approximately 7:00 pm on May 18th. Directors present were 
Chris Estes, Peter Christianson, Dan Malmstrom, Jean 
Dirckx, Deb Baker, Kristi Everts and Tracy Kortlever. Also 
in attendance were Park Manager Jeff Wiersma and District 
Manager Allen Lego

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was reviewed and approved. M/S/C  
(Christianson / Malmstrom)

Approval of Minutes

Secretary's minutes of the February 16th quarterly meeting 
were reviewed. The minutes were approved. M/S/C 
(Malmstrom/Christianson)

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer's report was provided by Kristi Everts. The 
detailed report showed a current balance of $68,648.71. The 
Treasurer’s report was approved. M/S/C (Dirckx / Baker)

Park Manager’s Report

Park Manager Jeff discussed the role of MN Parks & Trails 
Council as Walk co-sponsor due to the requirement for 
inclusion on their General Liability policy on the Walk for 
Glendalough Day.

Prescribed burns were conducted in the campground, south 
of Sunset Lake, east of the entrance road, and across the 
highway from entrance. After a sharp-tailed grouse (rare in 
this area) was seen south of Molly picnic area, decision was 
made not to burn through the brush there.

Roll-up doors for the campground kiosk have been received 
and will be installed soon.

Occupancy sensors at the campground shower building, park 
office, and the lodge have been installed to enhance energy 
savings at the park.

The work on the concession building has been directed to stop 
pending further review from St. Paul.

Other DNR staff reports

Staff changes within the park.

Committee Reports

There were no new reports from History or Education 
Committees

Membership/Promotion Report

Copies of Tracks & Trails to OTLPOA.

Results from Walk for Glendalough are not complete due to 
donations still coming in. Current bottom line with expenses 
and donations to date $10,849.84.  

Bike Trail Report

Dan Malmstrom discussed that the Otter Tail Trail 
committee’s 30 year bike trail plan was approved by the Otter 
Tail County Board, with Glendalough in the center. Also 
three new signs are being installed at Lakes Area Center, 
Halverson Park, and Lions Park.

Long-Term Planning Committee Report

Committee reported they received positive feedback after the 
presentation for the proposed Estes Trail Center.

Old Business

Rendering/cost for outdoor pergola and/or stage will be 
completed by committee and presented to board this summer 
and any money required approved. M/S/C (Malmstrom / 
Everts). 

New ideas for funding include Trail signs, Park Manager Jeff 
will gather cost. Another project discussed is cabinets for 
Trail Center- Jeff and Pete will work on plans.  

New Business

Final invoice for Trail Center renderings approved. M/S/C 
(Dirckx/ Baker )

Friends Group/Volunteer Day sponsored by MN Parks & 
Trails will be planned for this fall.

Adjournment

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting. M/S/C  
(Christianson/ Baker)

Next meeting August 3rd, 2017 @ 7:00 pm.
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Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson – President (2019)

Dan Malmstrom – Vice President (2017)
Kristi Everts – Treasurer (2017)

Tracy Kortlever – Secretary (2018)
John Christensen (2019)

Chris Estes (2019)
Peter Christianson (2018)

Deb Baker (2018)
Jean Dirckx (2017)

DNR:
Phil Leversedge, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager

Chris Weir-Koetter, Parks & Trails Assistant Regional Manager
Melody Webb, District Recreation Supervisor

Kathy Beaulieu, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist

Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane

Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 864-0110 

 
Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager 

 
Glendalough Tracks & Trails

is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by

the Glendalough Park Partners

Kristi Everts • membership

New/Renewing Park Partners
April 25, 2017 – July 18, 2017

New Park Partners
Richard Falen, Princeton

Sue Reynolds, Battle Lake
Tom and Shari Prigge, Battle Lake 

Sarah Govig, Richville

Renewals
David and Mary Freeman, Motley

Robert and Phyllis Ellingson, Battle Lake
Byron and Tanya Hensch, Battle Lake
Carl and Judy Carlson, Muscatine, IA
James and Anne Eidsvold, Alexandria

Peggy Gunn and Thomas Peterson, Minneapolis
Jeff and Mary Skogen, St. Louis Park

Janis Skov, Battle Lake
Margaret Booge, Bemidji

Jan Anderson, Perham
Chuck and Louise Reeve, Battle Lake

Laurel Malmstrom, Battle Lake

Walk for Glendalough Sponsor
Woodlawn Resort, Blanche Lake

Memorials To Honor
Dwight Hull

Berdell Olson

Thank you for keeping your memberships current.  
Please check the date on the address label of your Tracks 
and Trails to check your membership status. Send your 

membership correspondence to:
Glendalough Park Partners

PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Next Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, August 3

7:00 p.m.
Glendalough Lodge – Open to Everyone
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Thank you,
Park Partners!
To Renew or to Become a  

Glendalough Park Partner:

Choose one of the following levels:

Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet

Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt

circle size: S  M  L  XL  2XL

Patron ( $100 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD

Benefactor ( $500 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough print

No Gift Desired (check box)

Send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Glendalough Park Partners

PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901

Battle Lake, MN 56515

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information about Park Partners, 
upcoming events, and archived  

Tracks and Trails newsletters, visit us at  
www.morethanatrail.com/getting-involved/


