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Cindy Lueth releasing a Knapweed  
control insect.

Proposed Estes Trail Center
Design by Joan Vorderbruggen

It was a year ago in October when the Cowles 
family held their family reunion at Glendalough 
State Park. Family members came from around the 
country, and even Europe, to experience how their 
family retreat had evolved since it was gifted to the 
Nature Conservancy and ultimately the State of 
Minnesota in the early 90s.

The colors of the prairie, trees and waters were 
remarkable for their event. After a tour of the park, 
the family offered high praise to the DNR for their 
exceptional management, and to the Park Partners 
stewardship and philanthropy that enabled so many 
amenities that were evident in the park. They were 
thrilled with the Glendalough Trail and that so  
many more families and students were  
experiencing Glendalough.

During the meeting, the family encouraged the 
Citizens Advisory Board to form a long-term 

It’s likely you are an admirer of the stunning prairie transformation that has been managed by our friends at the DNR. 
It is the result of vision, planning, and tireless work to accomplish what we enjoy as the seasons change in the park. For 
a beautiful depiction of the prairie transformation in Glendalough, you might wish to read a captivating article – in the 
Minnesota Conservation Volunteer at www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/archive.html?keyword=glendalough

What many of us don't see is the strategy in place to manage a gamut 
of invasive and noxious weeds that seek to establish their presence in 
the Glendalough prairie. This too is tireless work and across the larger 
landscape, involves the cooperative efforts of the DNR, Department of 
Agriculture, counties, townships, municipalities, and private landowners. 
The MDA would define invasive species as plants that are not native 
to Minnesota and can be expected to cause harm to the economy, 
environment and/or people of Minnesota. 

However, it seems that not everyone believes invasive plants are a threat. 
Some would view them as a condition of humans affecting nature, and 
invasive weeds in the plant ecosystem are simply part of the package. 
On the other hand, Minnesota DNR and MDA officials take a balanced 
management approach to invasive plants, which is important as the 

Invasive Species Story continued on page 3
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With the retirement of two long-term Advisory Board 
members, we have a couple of new faces to introduce 
you to. There’s something about being involved with 
Glendalough at this level that grabs you and doesn’t let you 
go, and you will see by their bios that our new members are 
already well down that path.

In May of 2016, Joan 
Vorderbruggen and her 
husband Darryl Booker 
moved to Battle Lake, 
both being drawn to the 
area because of their 
love of hiking, biking, 
kayaking, and spending 
time in nature. Joan is a 
licensed architect in the 
state of Minnesota, and 
has taught architecture at 
NDSU and the University      
of Oregon. Together with 

Darryl, Joan runs Duet Design and Architecture from their 
home studio in Battle Lake.

Joan has become particularly fond of Glendalough State 
Park and visits it nearly every day. Connecting to nature 
has become a huge part of her life, as it offers clarity, 
balance, a source of inspiration, and a heartfelt sense 
of gratitude. She is currently one of three Minnesotans 
trained as a Forest Therapy guide, where she assists others 
in a form of nature therapy that allows them to connect 
more deeply with the healing and restorative powers of the 
natural world. She is honored to be part of Glendalough’s 
mission of providing a beautiful natural environment for 
people to enjoy, while still being a park that places strong 
values on protecting the wild and natural treasures it holds!

Jay Anderson was, in 
his words, a “navy brat” 
who moved almost every 
year of his life growing 
up, then almost every 
year in his career as a 
Naval Flight Officer in 
the U.S. Navy and with 
Johnson & Johnson. 
He was often asked the 
question, “where are you 
from?” Having been born 
at a naval hospital on the 
San Francisco Bay in the 
town of Vallejo he always answered, “I’m from California.” 
Now, after a life of relocation, Jay and his wife Susan have 

Meet our New Members
Steve Nelson, November 2017

Joan Vorderbruggen

settled in Battle Lake, where they have more roots than at 
any other place.

During Jay’s multiple deployments while on active duty 
in the Navy, Susan and their children Lora, Tor and Hana 
used to come to Battle Lake to be with family, and they 
spent a great deal of time in Glendalough State Park. Susan 
and Jay now live by the new bike trail which they use at 
every opportunity, and Susan often comments on the great 
times spent under the shade of the trees on the banks of 
Annie Battle by the bridge which leads out to Lake Blanche 
and then on to Otter Tail. “The water there is wonderful 
and clear, the bottom of smooth sand and reed beds full 
of fish. It is a jewel…a real treasure…a gift.” Jay asked 
each of his children if he should volunteer for the Advisory 
Board and they all said, “of course.” As he said, “If I can 
contribute in some small way to the betterment of our great 
park, it will be time well spent.”

We are pleased to have Joan and Jay join us in our efforts 
and are confident they both will actively work to make 
Glendalough State Park even better in the future than it is 
today. The quote below was sent to me by Jay, and great 
food for thought for all of us.

“Service to others is the rent we pay for living.” - Marion 
Wright Edelman

Jay Anderson

If you’ve had the opportunity to visit the park recently, you 
know how wonderful the fall colors are this year. I could 
probably open this column with the same sentence every 
fall, but for some reason this year the many colors seem 
brighter than ever. If you do the Facebook thing, there were 
several great photos taken in Glendalough recently and 
posted there. You might want to check them out.

You may also have read in recent Tracks & Trails issues 
that park attendance has had a big growth spurt. That 
momentum has continued, and we are knocking on the 
door of 90,000 visitors this year. This figure has nearly 
doubled since 2014, coinciding with the opening of our 
paved bike trail.

Our goal to build a new Trail Center in the park stems 
in large part from this huge increase in attendance. The 
existing Trail Center and Lodge have significant historical 
value and were not built to withstand the traffic flow that 
we are now experiencing. Furthermore, parking in this area 
is woefully inadequate and needs to be relocated. Although 
we are very early in our campaign, fundraising for the Trail 
Center is off to a great start. You’ll see more details in an 
article elsewhere in this issue, but a number of people have 
already stepped up to support us financially, including a 
large segment of the Cowles and Ballantine families, the 

President's Remarks
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eradication. Garlic Mustard, although not present yet at 
Glendalough, is a very invasive weed of hardwoods in 
central Minnesota and one that is watched for each year at 
the park. Chris’ management (a weed battle plan) includes 
several methods to control such plants. First, an effective 
treatment, such as biocontrol or a selective herbicide, or a 
combination of treatments for a particular weed is studied, 
along with the characteristics of the weed’s growth and 

seed dispersal. Equipment, supplies and the staff that 
engage the battle are readied. Timing is important and 
treatment occurs when the weed is most vulnerable, such 
as when it is transferring nutrients to its roots. 

Second, seeding or transplanting native plants into any bare 
spots or openings in the herbaceous cover can be effective 
to fill a gap in the vegetation – or weeds may fill it again. 
Working from sparse weed infestations or the advancing 
edge of an infestation toward the middle or heavy 
infestation is also a strategy of weed warfare. It works best 
to treat the weeds closest to the best native cover first. 

Third, an important tactic is prioritization, or simply said, 
pick the battles where high invasion and effective controls 
exist. Chris indicated that, “with limited resources and 
time, we must first address the weeds that are highly 
invasive, but easily controlled – like Spotted Knapweed. In 
that way we can triage our efforts on other, more difficult 
weeds. Some things, like alfalfa, aren’t native, but aren’t 
especially invasive or noxious, so it won’t be targeted 
unless the treatment for something else will get it.”  

Even at this writing, the Glendalough prairie and the 
colorful hardwoods, against the backdrop of crisp 
Minnesota waters, are a spectacle to behold. What goes on 
behind the scenes to keep it that way is no less impressive.

Invasive Species Story continued from page 1

Knapweed Cluster

Glendalough prairie is established and maintained.

I recently asked Chris Weir-Koetter, DNR Strategic Natural 
Resources Manager, about her perspectives regarding 
invasive plants in Glendalough and other parks. Chris, 
who has been highly involved with the prairie restoration 
in the park since 1996, said this, "Glendalough is a shining 
example of what we can do to establish and keep the 
plants and animals that were native to the park; such as 
the Tall Grass Prairie, the Oak Savanna, the Hardwoods 
of Minnesota, and the sparkling lakes and streams. If we 
left nature to respond to human impact alone, Glendalough 
would be engulfed with non-native Thistles, Leafy 
Spurge, European Buckthorn, Spotted Knapweed, Smooth 
Brome, and Quack Grass to name just a few."

Tactics to address invasive and noxious plants must be 
flexible and responsive – nearly as quick as the wind 
blows it seems. Currently, the most troublesome weeds 
in Glendalough are Leafy Spurge, Sweet Clover, Spotted 
Knapweed, Reed Canary Grass and Crown Vetch.  
Non-native Honeysuckle is also problematic, as the stumps 
must be cut and the cambium layer treated for effective 

same people who gave us the park originally. Another 
initiative in the early stages is an addition to the bike 
trail that would take bike riders and hikers off the main 
entrance road to the park. With so many motorized vehicles 
competing for space with bike riders, we need to address 
the safety concerns by providing a better route to enter and 
exit the park. We would love to have you join us in either 
of these projects. For more information feel free to call or 
email me. My contact information is below.

Noted in another article in this issue, we are pleased to 
welcome two new Advisory Board members. Both Joan 
Vorderbruggen and Jay Anderson will be great additions 
to the board and will continue the tradition of dedicated 
Glendalough stewardship. Also, if you are interested in 
volunteering for some of our park activities please contact 
me. 

Finally, and most importantly, with Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving and the Christmas holidays fast approaching, 
let’s all take some time to stop and be thankful. It can be 
a crazy world out there sometimes. Be thankful for our 
military currently serving and retired. Hug your families 
and be thankful for them. And be thankful for the blessings 
that we all share. Sometimes those blessings are obvious, 
and sometimes they’re not. But they’re always there.

Steve Nelson, President 
Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board 
Cell 612-889-9895 
stevenbrucenelson@gmail.com
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Park Projects

From St. Paul

Hazard Trees – Heavy precipitation and strong winds have 
created a lot of extra chainsaw work this fall as the roots of 
many trees have given way in saturated soils. In addition to 
what already has fallen, several leaners have been marked 
for removal before next spring. 

Bridge Cleanup – Following bridge inspections in 
September, accumulated gravel and debris was removed 
from the timbers on the Old Camp bridge. Vegetation 
was pruned and additional debris was also removed 
from the Annie Battle hiking bridge. The goal is to keep 
bridge timbers and decking dry and less subject to rot by 
maximizing air flow around them. The decking on the 
Annie bridge is over 20 years old and, though currently in 
good condition, likely to need replacement in the next few 
years.

Yurt Stoves – A contractor has been hired to replace the 
current yurt stoves with stoves that will have a higher 
capacity and need less feeding to keep the yurts warm. It 
is hoped the new stoves will be in place before significant 
snow arrives.

Burn Pile Cleanup – Funding has been provided to clean 
up the burn pile, a large mound of dirt and debris from 
decades of brush burning, fire ring cleaning, small building 
demolitions, etc.

Prairie Harvest – There was a strong harvest of wildflower 
seeds again this year, but harvest of prairie grasses was 
hampered by combine breakdowns and wet weather.

Two new state park campgrounds opened in September, 
one at the new Lake Vermilion State Park and another at 
Whitewater State Park. The new Whitewater campground, 
located outside the flood plain, replaces one that was 
damaged by floodwaters a few years ago.

Jeff’s Jottings 
by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma
The current Call of the Wildflowers geo-caching course 
ended on October 31. A new course with a new water-based 
theme will begin next spring.

Sunset Lake has been filled with rafts of ducks all fall. The 
numbers and species diversity has been the best in years.

Though the park is now “buttoned up” for winter, cabins 
and yurts remain popular on the weekends. The lodge is 
also available year-round for family gatherings, day-use 
only, and at a discount from November through April.

planning committee with the DNR, with guidance that we 
should continue to enhance the attraction of Glendalough, 
while having a keen eye toward preservation of the 
historical buildings that were not intended to operate as a 
visitor center.

The Citizens Advisory Board did exactly that! We formed 
a long-range planning committee in December of 2016, 
including two members from the DNR. The committee 
reviewed all park management plans and developed several 
long-term projects that would enhance the park, and 
preserve the heritage of the Lodge and other facilities as 
park and trail continue to attract people. 

Two of the projects were unveiled at the Walk for 
Glendalough in April and described in the spring Tracks 
& Trails newsletter. The Sunset Lake Trail segment will be 
an inspiring addition to the Glendalough Trail, and the new 
Trail Center has already garnered interest and philanthropy 
since the unveiling. 

The Trail Center is vitally important as visitor growth 
increases, yet it is estimated to be more than $1 million in 
scope. The Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) decided to start 
some preliminary funding exploration for the project that 
would augment DNR funding. In advance of a fundraising 
campaign which will be announced over the next few 
months, a few private conversations were held to test the 
community commitment for the project. The response was 
immediate and impressive.

At this writing $185,000 has been pledged and donated 
across about 18 individuals and families; including a dozen 
members of the Cowles and Ballantine families as their 
commitment to Glendalough continues. Another $150,000 
is currently in process from several private and corporate 
philanthropists. The CAB also wrote a $750,000 federal 
grant application for the trail center.

You'll be hearing more on this topic as our plans solidify. In 
the meantime, you are encouraged to begin conversations 
with your family, friends, and financial or trust advisors 
about a future donation as the Park Partners’ legacy of 
community stewardship to Glendalough continues.

Trail Center Story continued from page 1
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GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Annual Meeting • August 3, 2017

Call to Order

The annual meeting of the Glendalough State Park 
Citizen's Advisory Board was called to order on August 
3rd, 2017 at 8:22 pm. by President Steve Nelson.  Directors 
present were Steve Nelson, Chris Estes, Dan Malmstrom, 
John Christensen, Deb Baker, Kristi Everts, Jean Dirckx, 
Tracy Kortlever and Peter Christianson (via phone). Also 
in attendance were Park Manager, Jeff Wiersma and Sarah 
Govig.

Approval of Agenda

Agenda was reviewed and approved. M/S/C (Christensen / 
Dirckx)

Approval of Minutes

The 2016 Annual Meeting minutes were approved. M/S/C 
(Everts / Christsensen)

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer's report was presented by Treasurer Kristi 
Everts showing a current balance for 2017 of $67,423.71 
in comparison to $61,214.89 in 2016. Everts also indicated 
that Park Partner memberships increased from 317 to 334 
during the year. The final total of donations received from 
the “Walk for Glendalough 2017” is $11,349.48. The 2016 
tax filing is available for the public to view as required by a 
nonprofit 501c3. Report was approved. M/S/C (Malmstrom 
/ Christensen)

Election of Directors

Three director positions were open, including expiring 
terms of Dan Malmstrom, Kristi Everts, Jean Dirckx. Dan 
Malmstrom agreed to serve a new term; Kristi and Jean 
had previously announced their plans to retire from the 
board. New board member nominations were submitted 
during the discussion. Dan Malmstrom nominated by 
Estes / Wiersma; Joan Vorderbruggen nominated by 
Christianson/ Dirckx; Jay Anderson nominated by 
Malmstrom/Christensen; Chuck Reeve nominated by 
Wiersma. Motion to cease nominations M/S/C (Estes /
Christensen). A ballot was cast and approved. M/S/C (Estes 
/ Dirckx). Dan Malmstrom, Joan Vorderbruggen and Jay 
Anderson were elected as directors.

Election of Officers

A unanimous ballot was cast for reappointment of current 
officers with Peter Christianson replacing Kristi Everts as 
Treasurer. M/S/C (Christiansen / Baker)

Committee Reports

Committee reports were reviewed at Quarterly meeting 
previous to Annual meeting.

Review/revise Current Committee Structure

Membership- Tracy Kortlever & Sarah Govig.

Long-Range Planning Committee 
Peter Christianson, Dan Malmstrom, Steve Nelson, and 
Jeff Wiersma.

Walk for Glendalough & Special Events Committee 
Joan Vorderbruggen and Tracy Kortlever. (Subject to 
Joan Vorderbruggen acceptance. Sarah Govig has also 
volunteered to serve on this committee. All board members 
are expected to participate in the Walk for Glendalough)

Projects Committee 
Chris Estes, John Christensen, and Deb Baker.

Outdoor Seating/Stage Committee 
Peter Christianson, Kristi Everts, and Jean Dirckx. (This 
is an ad hoc committee that will disband upon completed 
construction of the outdoor stage)

Adjournment

Motion was made to adjourn the 2017 annual meeting. 
M/S/C (Malmstrom / Estes)
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GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Quarterly Meeting • August 3, 2017

Call to Order

The August quarterly meeting of the Citizen's Advisory 
Board was called to order by President Steve Nelson at 
approximately 7:00 pm on August 3rd. Directors present 
were John Christensen, Chris Estes, Dan Malmstrom, Jean 
Dirckx, Deb Baker, Kristi Everts, Tracy Kortlever and 
Peter Christianson (via phone). Also in attendance were 
Park Manager Jeff Wiersma and Sarah Govig.

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was reviewed and approved. M/S/C 
(Malmstrom / Baker)

Approval of Minutes

Secretary's minutes of the May 18th quarterly meeting 
were reviewed. The minutes were approved. M/S/C 
(Christianson / Dirckx)

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer's report was provided by Kristi Everts. The 
detailed report showed a current balance of $66,617.34. 
Discussion ensued and agreement reached on the need 
to open separate bank accounts for donations to specific 
projects (examples – Estes Trail Center & Sunset Lake 
Trail). The Treasurer’s report was approved. M/S/C 
(Christianson / Dirckx)

Park Manager’s Report

Park Manager Jeff discussed the parking concerns near the 
Lodge and Trail Center. Damage was done to the drainage 
field, so areas have been roped off. John Christensen will 
arrange to have large rocks delivered to help block off 
areas.

Other DNR Staff Reports

Hiring Park staff is still in the process.

Committee Reports

Membership/Promotion

Nothing new to report

History Committee Report

Chris Estes inquired about having VHS tapes that 
Les Estes had of different projects as they were being 
developed transferred to DVDs and still prints for display.  

Education Committee Report

Dan Malmstrom had spoken with members of the 542 
Education Foundation about setting up family activities 
within the park.

Long-Term Planning Committee Report

Committee reported they are still receiving positive 
feedback and lots of interest after the presentation of the 
proposed Estes Trail Center and Sunset Lake Trail.

Committed pledges at this very early stage for the Estes 
Trail Center are currently at $105,000. There appear to be 
many additional parties interested in making pledges. Park 
Manager Jeff has contacted MN State Park Supervision 
regarding meeting again with the committee for an update 
and path forward discussion.

Old Business

Rendering/cost estimate for outdoor stage was presented 
by committee. Stage size 32’ x 16’ $10,891.71 for materials, 
$5,000 budgeted for contractor for project oversight. 
Motion was made to approve rendering/cost estimate 
for stage project with State of MN verification of railing 
requirements. M/S/C (Malmstrom / Christensen)

MN Parks & Trails Council has offered their help in 
coordinating a future improvement project in the park, 
likely sometime this fall.

New Business

New ideas for funding projects within Glendalough.

- Modern bathroom facilities at picnic shelter/swimming      
  beach on Molly Stark Lake.

-Cross-country skis.

-Window treatments for Trail Center. 

Adjournment

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting. M/S/C 
(Malmstrom / Baker)

Next meeting November 2nd, 2017 @ 7:00 pm.
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Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson – President (2019)

Dan Malmstrom – Vice President (2020)
Tracy Kortlever – Secretary/Treasurer (2018)

John Christensen (2019)
Chris Estes (2019)

Peter Christianson (2018)
Deb Baker (2018)

Jay Anderson (2020)
Joan Vorderbruggen (2020)

DNR:
Phil Leversedge, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager

Chris Weir-Koetter, Parks & Trails Assistant Regional Manager
Melody Webb, District Recreation Supervisor

Kathy Beaulieu, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist

Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane

Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 864-0110 

 
Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager 

 
Glendalough Tracks & Trails

is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by

the Glendalough Park Partners

Tracy Kortlever • membership

New/Renewing Park Partners
July 19, 2017 – October 11, 2017

Brock & Cheryl Reade, Windsor, CO 
Jim & Janet DeMars, Tempe, AZ 

Jean Dirckx, Battle Lake 
Gail Digre, Battle Lake 

Don & Judy Loe, Stillwater 
John Bernauer, Battle Lake 
Helen Haverberg, Madison 

Tim & Tammy Lueders, Ottertail 
Patrick Humke/Hunkes Transfer, Wadena 

Darcy Davis, Makawao, HI 
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph S Drage, Potomac, MD 

Howard & Karen Cronin, West St. Paul 
Robert & Phyllis Narveson, Battle Lake 
Gary & Karalyn Harrington, Battle Lake 
Mark & Kelly Harrington, Battle Lake 

Chad Harrington & Jenny Hanson, Eagan 
Rita Loftness, Battle Lake 

Brad Riba, Sartell

Special Thank You
Kimberly Riddle gave a donation in honor of her  
parents’, RC & Margorie Falen, 50th Anniversary 

“Happy Anniversary RC & Margorie!”

Memorials To Honor
From Don & Judy Loe to honor Ted Kruger

From Bradley Kuhnau to honor his wife Wendy

Thank you for keeping your memberships current. 
Please check the date on the address label of your 
Tracks & Trails to check your membership status. 

Send your membership correspondence to:

Glendalough Park Partners 
PO Box 901 

Battle Lake, MN  56515

Next Advisory Board Meeting
Thursday, November 2

7:00 p.m.
Glendalough Lodge – Open to Everyone
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Thank you,
Park Partners!
To Renew or to Become a  

Glendalough Park Partner:

Choose one of the following levels:

Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet

Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt

circle size: S  M  L  XL  2XL

Patron ( $100 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD

Benefactor ( $500 )
1 year of T & T + Glendalough print

No Gift Desired (check box)

Send your tax-deductible contribution to:
Glendalough Park Partners

PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901

Battle Lake, MN 56515

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Attention Snowbirds!
Tracks & Trails will not be forwarded  

due to our bulk mail rate.

Please update your Park Partner membership information with 
your winter address. We do not want you to miss a single issue 

of Tracks & Trails. Please email or send me a note with your 
winter address, and indicate the months you are away. 

Thank You!
Tracy Kortlever, Membership 

tekortlever@gmail.com
PO Box 901, Battle Lake, MN 56515


