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Cowles Family Reunion at Glendalough
October 3, 2016

2016 has been eventful as Glendalough celebrates its 25th anniversary as a Minnesota state park.
On October 3rd, a remarkable event occurred, as nearly 20 members of the Cowles family, spanning several generations,
completed their family reunion at Glendalough State Park on a beautiful fall afternoon. It was the Cowles family, then
owners of the Minneapolis Tribune, that gifted their
precious game farm known as Glendalough, to the state
of Minnesota more than 25 years ago.
Family members came from many parts of the United
States, and even as far away as Paris, France. Some had
Glendalough memories spanning 50 and 60 years, while
others had never seen the park except through old family
movies of their grandparents, aunts and uncles enjoying
vacations at their family retreat. It was a remarkable day
from start to finish.
The event kicked off with the family arriving to a beautiful banner at the bridge wishing Russell Cowles a Happy 80th
Birthday. Story continued on page 2

A Call to Stewardship
by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma

In 2016, Glendalough celebrated its 25th year as
a state park. The accomplishments of those first
25 years are numerous and impressive, but in
comparison to great-grandfather Itasca State Park,
established an astounding 125 years ago, Glendalough
is still a child, growing but not yet fully developed.
Five state recreation areas have been added since
Glendalough was established in 1991, but only one
state park, Lake Vermilion in 2010, is younger.
Given today’s economic realities, increasing human
population, fragmentation of large tracts of land, and
habitat loss, it is entirely possible that Glendalough
will never lose its status as one of Minnesota’s
“newest” state parks. There just aren’t going to be
many more opportunities to affordably acquire lands
suitable for state park designation.
With that thought in mind, what is the future vision
of state parks in Minnesota, and, more specifically,
what does the future hold for Glendalough? Will
a declining participation in outdoor recreation on
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The family gathered informally at the Lodge and was
struck by the beautiful renovations and the historic
memorabilia on display. The chatter, reliving memories,
and laughing were also on full display.

artifacts in Minnesota were discovered, making the trail
a great recreational venue and a fascinating interpretive
experience.
At this point Jeff Wiersma told the Cowles family that
nearly 80,000 visitors people came through Glendalough
State Park last year and the numbers have increased every
year since the trail opened.
Russell concluded by offering kudos to Mayor Chuck
Reeve and city leaders for the impressive transformation
that had occurred in downtown Battle Lake since he had
last been to the area. He knew that 16 new businesses had
opened since the Bike Trail was completed and the family
was thrilled that Glendalough was contributing to such
economic vitality.

Russell Cowles & Steve Nelson

The family made its way to the Trail Center and enjoyed
a catered lunch with Citizen's Advisory Board members,
Park Manager Jeff Wiersma, and special guests Helen
Estes and Battle Lake Mayor Chuck Reeve. The family
received gift bags, and Russell Cowles was presented with
a hand crafted, metalwork replica of the Glendalough
entrance sign as a birthday gift.
After lunch, CAB Chairman Steve Nelson welcomed
the Cowles family and thanked them for the gift of
Glendalough. Dan Malmstrom provided an interactive,
visual tour of Glendalough State Park using aerial
maps and key park icons. Dan highlighted 25 years
of stewardship provided by the local community. He
cited enhancements such as the Lodge and Trail Center
renovations, Annie Battle Bridge, Molly Stark Picnic
Shelter, Wildlife Blinds, Camper Cabin enhancements, and
many other amenities that would not be in place without
community support. The Cowles were impressed and
grateful for the stewardship of the Park Partners since the
family had gifted the park.
Russell Cowles offered several observations on behalf
of the family. First he addressed Helen Estes and Park
Manager Jeff Wiersma, and thanked them for a legacy of
great care evidenced by the condition of the park facilities.
Second, he emphatically complimented the group on the
construction of the new Bike and Pedestrian Trail. They
knew about the trail, but seeing it firsthand exceeded
their expectations, and they were thrilled by the value
it would provide to Minnesota families for generations.
Russell proceeded to tell his family that during the trail
archelogy assessment, some of the oldest Native American
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Dan finished the luncheon presentation by outlining three
strategic development projects Park Partners are pursuing
in concert with the Minnesota DNR. He described the
new Trailhead and Rental Center, completion of the trail
segment near the pedestrian bridge, and a new Sunset Lake
trail segment traversing the prairie from Highway 16 to
Sunset Lake.
The Cowles family was full of questions regarding these
projects, with a keen interest to continue their family
philanthropy related to Glendalough. After the presentation
the family was led on a guided tour of the park by Jeff
Wiersma.
The Cowles reunion was an inspiring capstone event to
celebrate Glendalough’s 25th anniversary!

Chairman's Remarks
With the new look of Tracks & Trails and the addition of
some regular feature articles to this and future issues, I’m
going to try to change the format of my contribution to
miscellaneous thoughts, tidbits, musings and remarks. I
reserve the right to get back on my soapbox on occasion,
but I will do my best to stay with the new look. We’ll see
how that goes.
An early October highlight was the visit of about 20
members of the Cowles family. It was heartwarming to
hear their stories and see how much they enjoyed visiting
the former family game farm that was their summer home
for so many years. We are all the beneficiaries of their
generous gift 25 years ago this past summer. Check out the
full story in this issue.
Although a little later than usual, the fall colors were once
again in full display throughout the park. The beautiful
trees and waving prairie grasses offered a palette not often
seen together.
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Much has been said about how Glendalough adds to our
quality of life here in lake country. And area students and
teachers that utilize the park will tell you how it enhances
the quality of their education. But as you visit all the
new restaurants, bike shops and other new and long-time
businesses in Battle Lake, think about the financial impact
the park and bike trail have on the local economy. Among
all the wonderful sights we enjoy, one of my favorites is
seeing both sides of Main Street filled with cars most every
spring, summer and fall evening.
The Glendalough Citizens Advisory Board has pledged
initial funding for three major long-term projects in
the park. While we have much work ahead of us before
these projects become reality, doing so will elevate these
initiatives with the DNR and hopefully move up the
timetables for completion. More information can be found
in the minutes of our August board meeting which are
published in this issue of Tracks & Trails.
A note of thanks to one of the unsung heroes on our park
staff. Gerry Lipinski has his hands in most everything
that happens at Glendalough. We are grateful for his hard
work and dedication that helps to ensure the Glendalough
Experience is as good as it can be.
And thanks as well to our past and future contributors to
the new and improved Tracks & Trails newsletter.
We’re excited to share it with you. We welcome your
comments, and if you have any stories about your
Glendalough Experience you want to share with us, we
would love to hear them. You can email them to me at
stevenelson2009@yahoo.com
Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours.
Steve Nelson

Jeff’s Jottings

by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma
• There are large numbers of pheasants along the park
road this fall.
• An 11-point buck was found dead in the park,
presumably from an encounter with a vehicle.
• Keep in mind that Glendalough does not have a park
deer hunt, so you can plan a trip here during deer
season. It’s still a good idea to wear bright colors in
the woods if you go for a hike.
• Glendalough is no longer providing kindling for the
yurt stoves, but each yurt has been provided with a
hatchet so you can split your own. Newspaper and
cardboard will continue to be provided.
• With 37 people, the fall archery program was our

highest fall turnout for this program to date. For the
first time, archery programs were scheduled once a
month from May to September.
• The following note was found in a yurt: “May your
stay in this magical place be just what you need at
this time to restore a sense of wonder and inspire your
adventures to come. In the words of a most learned
hobbit, “The road goes ever on and on …”. Most
heartily yours, with good cheer, your fellow yurt-ers.”
• The park is geared up for the winter season. Cabins,
yurts, and some campsites are open year-round. The
Lodge and Trail Center are also available to rent at
reduced rates. Hope for snow so we can rent skis and
snowshoes again this year, and, yes, we do have a
sliding hill when conditions allow.
• Even at this late date (October 30), there has not been
a hard frost. A few wildflowers can still be found
blooming here and there in the park.

Park Projects
• Bike Hitches – The new hitches are installed at the
intersections of the bike trail with the Prairie Hill,
Sunset Lake, Beaver Pond, Lake Emma, and Annie
Battle Lake trails. Now you can stop on your bike
ride, securely lock your bike, and go for a hike as well
– think “hitch and hike”.
• Road Signage – All of the old wood-routed entrance
road signs have now been replaced with new reflective
metal signs that require no maintenance and are
easily visible by approaching vehicles in the dark.
Traditional rustic wood-routed signs will continue to
be used in the use areas and along trails.
• Basswood Removal – The old, large basswood in
the center of the lodge parking loop was removed.
A hollow section was placed by the “climbing tree’
for kids to crawl through. Though it was like losing
an old friend, the tree had become too hollow and
hazardous to people and vehicles in the lot.
• Concrete Walks – Funding has been provided to
extend the concrete walk from the campground
restroom to the parking lot, an area that becomes a
muddy mess in the spring and after heavy rains. A
small walkway will also be built from the utility room
to the restroom doors. Initial quotes are high, so it is
possible that only one may be completed.
• Roll-up Doors – Funding has been made available
to install roll-up doors on the open bays on the
campground kiosk. These will allow these bays

Story continued on page 4
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continued from page 3
to be used for secure storage.

From St. Paul:

• A new Minnesota State Parks and Trails license plate
goes on sale on December 1. The new plate will also
serve as your annual pass for Minnesota State Parks.
• District Supervisor Melody Webb has been promoted
to the position of Assistant Regional Parks and Trails
Manager of the Northwest Region, but will remain in
the Fergus Falls Area Office.
• Minnesota State Parks and Trails will again be
offering “Free Park Friday’ on the Friday after
Thanksgiving, giving everyone an opportunity
to walk that big meal off and get away from the
shopping crowds. No vehicle permit will be required
on that day.

A Call to Stewardship continued from page 1
the national level eventually doom our parks from a
lack of interest? Will a rising population put so much
pressure on park natural resources that they are seriously
compromised? Will climate change and invasive species
so change our parks that they can no longer preserve our
natural resource heritage? The average park-user takes for
granted that a park will always be there, but a glance at
the list of nine former state parks may tell you otherwise.
There are no guarantees.
On the other hand, there are steps everyone can take to help
ensure places like Glendalough are here for our children,
grandchildren, and beyond. All of them are part of a lesson
in good stewardship of our parks and other natural places.
1. Make it a point to pass along your love of the
outdoors to your family and friends. Tell stories about
your experiences in the natural world. Teach your children,
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews to camp, hike, bike,
fish, canoe, or whatever outdoor activities you like to do.
Invite friends along for a day at the park or an overnight.
If you need a little help or want to try something new, they
are plenty of “I Can” programs to help with new skills.
Give gift cards for state parks or outdoor recreation stores
to encourage people to find their own outdoor adventures.
There is a reason that “Connecting People to the Outdoors”
is a big part of the DNR mission. This is the most
important step!
2. Protect the resources and qualities that make natural
places special. Most people assume that once a natural
area is set aside it is “safe” from the detrimental effects of
development and other land uses. This is far from the case.
Glendalough is fortunate to have a number of protective
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neighbors who have placed conservation easements on
their lands that prevent future development. On the other
hand, a new cell tower on the west side of the park now
blinks incessantly at anyone on pristine Annie Battle
Lake. Other parks are faced with expensive condos being
built on the bluffs around the park – nice views for the
tenants, but not so nice for campers and other park users.
The recent revelation about zebra mussels in West Battle
Lake also reminds us that whatever happens upstream of
Glendalough will happen at Glendalough. The safety of any
natural place is directly dependent on the community that
surrounds it. If you live in that community, your vigilance
and voice is needed.
3. Do your part in the big battles. Climate change and
invasive species are not issues that one person or one
community can do anything about alone, but that’s no
reason to raise the white flag. Who would have thought 40
years ago that recycling would be so much a part of our
lives today? Reduce your carbon footprint by switching
to LED lighting, adding solar panels, walking / biking to
local destinations, and carpooling to more distant locations.
(It will save you money too!) Stop the spread of invasive
species by not moving firewood and landscaping with
native plants. Clean recreational equipment, vehicles, and
your shoes before you go from one area to another. Make
“Play, Clean, Go” a habit and teach it to your kids.
Some of you might be thinking, “Wow, what does any of
this really have to do with little, old Glendalough?” My
answer is, “Everything!” Glendalough is more than just a
place to hike, bike, swim, fish, or camp. Like most state
parks, it is a place out of time, a place where you can see
and sense a piece of the world as it used to be. In the past, it
was enough to just set land aside to preserve it. (Certainly
we owe a special debt to the Cowles family for doing just
that with Glendalough.) Now, that is not even true for the
biggest parks, and the external pressures on our parks
will only continue to grow, threatening to change them a
little at a time until they become unrecognizable. What
will Glendalough look like in 100 more years? Ultimately,
that depends on your stewardship, not the DNR. As long
as people continue to care and connect with places like
Glendalough, I have high hopes for its future. Should that
connection be lost, however, the true Glendalough will just
become a faded memory.
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It’s All Part of Day’s Play for ‘Slug’ at The Tribune’s
Game Farm 1939 – Minneapolis Tribune

The baby star of Glendalough,
The Minneapolis Tribune's game farm at
Battle Lake, Minn., is Slug, a young fawn
whose mother just up and deserted him.
But being deserted this way didn't bother
him a bit. He's been having the time of his
young life going it on his own. Already
the precocious youngster has made friends
with Mrs. Myrtle Johnson, at the head
gamekeeper's lodge, where he's always sure
A pair of pals – fawn and Boston bull.
of milk to drink; has struck up a romping
companionship with Tippie, the Boston bull, who gave up his warm bed in the
duck-pheasant-turkey hatchery house to sleep in the fawn's private pen; and has had
himself adopted by the Glendalough staff. Slug is the youngest member of a herd of
29 deer and a dozen fawns that roam the game preserve, where this year 8,000 wild
Slug, the deserted fawn, takes a drink. ducks and 10,000 pheasants are being grown for release next fall.

GSP Advisory Board
Minutes

Minutes • Annual Meeting • August 18, 2016
The annual meeting of the Glendalough State Park Citizen's
Advisory Board was called to order on August 18th 2016 at
7 pm by Chairman Steve Nelson. Directors present were
Steve Nelson, Chris Estes, Peter Christianson, Dan
Malmstrom, John Christensen, Deb Baker, Kristi Everts
and Park Manager, Jeff Wiersma.
Approval of Agenda
Agenda was reviewed and approved. M/S/C (Malmstrom /
Christianson)
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the 2015 annual meeting were supplied
by Peter Christianson and reviewed by Chairman Steve
Nelson. The 2015 Annual Meeting minutes were approved.
M/S/C (Malmstrom / Christianson)
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer's report was presented by Treasurer Kristi
Everts showing a current balance for 2016 of $61,214.89
in comparison to $57,364.98 in 2015. Everts also indicated
Park Partner memberships increased from 281 to 317
during the year. Report was approved. M/S/C (Malmstrom
/ Christensen)
Election of Directors
Chairman Nelson addressed the 2016 nomination and
election of Citizen Advisory Board directors. Three

director positions were open, including expiring terms
of Steve Nelson, John Christensen and Chris Estes. All
three agreed to serve new terms. No new nominations
were submitted during the discussion. A unanimous ballot
was cast and approved to elect the three directors. M/S/C
(Christianson / Everts)
Election of Officers
Chairman Nelson addressed the 2016 election of officers.
Chairman Nelson, and Vice Chairman Malmstrom agreed
to serve additional officer terms. Current Secretary, Jean
Dirckx had expressed a desire to transfer secretarial duties
to another board member. Discussion ensued regarding
outsourcing certain administrative functions surrounding
the newsletter mailing, and a motion was made to nominate
Tracy Kortlever as board Secretary. M/S/C (Christianson /
Malmstrom)
A unanimous ballot was then cast for officers Steve Nelson
as Chairman, Dan Malmstrom as Vice Chairman, Kristi
Everts as Treasurer and Tracy Kortlever as Secretary.
M/S/C (Estes / Christensen)
Committee Reports
Reports to be reviewed at the quarterly meeting to follow
the annual meeting.
Old and New Business
No old or new business discussed, and would be reviewed
at the quarterly meeting to follow.
Adjournment
Motion was made to adjourn the 2016 annual meeting.
M/S/C (Estes / Christensen)

Glendalough State Park ︙ Battle Lake, Minnesota
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GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Quarterly Meeting • August 18, 2016

The August quarterly meeting of the Citizen's Advisory
Board was called to order by Chairman Steve Nelson
at approximately 7:30 pm on August 18th, immediately
following the 2016 Annual Meeting. Directors present
were Steve Nelson, Chris Estes, Peter Christianson, Dan
Malmstrom, John Christensen, Deb Baker, Kristi Everts
and Park Manager, Jeff Wiersma.
Approval of Agenda
The agenda was reviewed and approved. M/S/C
(Christianson / Nelson)
Approval of Minutes
Secretary's minutes were reviewed, with one date correction
noted. The minutes were approved with the revision. M/S/C
(Baker / Christensen)
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer's report was provided by Kristi Everts. The
detailed report showed a current balance of $61,214.89. The
board discussed the opportunities afforded by the strong
balance to continue the ongoing Park Partners stewardship
in the park, while also addressing longer term projects in
the future. The Treasurer’s report was approved. M/S/C
(Christianson / Baker)
Park Manager’s Report
Jeff Wiersma discussed several items on his report including
rodent management, projects, and fall staffing and volunteer
support. Considerable discussion was devoted to the
upcoming Cowles family visit on October 3rd. The board
expressed a great interest to participate in the visit given
the gratitude related to their generous gift of Glendalough.
It will also be an opportunity to establish new relationships
with the next generation of the Cowles family as the park
continues to mature and evolve for future generations. A
motion was made and seconded (Christianson /Christensen),
and subsequently amended to proceed with a “welcome
banner” for the visit, provide various Glendalough gifts, and
give Park Manager Wiersma spending discretion to arrange
a meaningful experience for the Cowles. Motion carried.
M/S/C (Christianson / Everts)
Committee Reports
Chairman Nelson asked for committee reports. Significant
membership discussion surrounded the new Tracks and
Trails newsletter format. Gratitude was expressed to
Peter Christianson’s staff for their former management
of the newsletter, and appreciation for Julia Everts design
services and efforts to conduct a smooth transition.
Director Malmstrom will follow up with Julia to express
appreciation, determine rates for her ongoing services and
offer feedback to enhance future issues.
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There was no new news to report from the history or
education committee. Director Malmstrom offered an
update on the bike trail, indicating the sixth segment of the
Glendalough Trail was recently finished from Halverson
Park to the Battle Lake school. He indicated two additional
trail segments are aligned and planned in Glendalough
including completion of the gravel trailhead segment, and a
longer-term segment from Sunset Lake to the Park Entrance.
Dan also indicated a trail committee has been formed in
Battle Lake to assess a connection of the Glendalough Trail
to the Central Lakes Trail, and that Otter Tail County has
completed a countywide trail plan that views Glendalough
State Park as a key destination.
Chairman Nelson asked Director Malmstrom to discuss the
new Vision and Planning Committee. Two meetings had
been held and attended by Steve Nelson, Peter Christianson,
Dan Malmstrom, Melody Webb, and Jeff Wiersma. Three
long-term projects have been identified for the Citizens
Advisory Board to focus on. Those three projects include:
completion of the unfinished Trailhead Trail Segment,
a new Trailhead Center for various park services, and a
new Sunset Lake Trail segment from the park entrance to
Sunset Lake on the west side of Whitetail Lane. There was
significant discussion about philanthropy and fundraising
campaigns for these three projects. It was also noted that
DNR project prioritization is elevated regionally and
statewide when financial support is shown for a project by a
park community.
After considerable discussion, it was the board's consensus
that treasury funds should be pledged to the three long-term
projects now. A motion was made and approved to pledge
$5,000 to the Trailhead Trail segment, $10,000 to the Sunset
Trail segment, and $10,000 to the new Trailhead Center.
M/S/C (Malmstrom / Christianson)
Old Business
There was minimal discussion of old business, however,
John Christensen indicated that gravel would be provided
for the final stage of a recent park project, and several board
members offered to assist. Likewise, assistance was offered
to help Park Staff with fall projects. Steve Nelson continues
to build connections with the Otter Tail Lake Property
Owners and the board will expand interactions with other
lake associations next summer.
New Business
There was no new business discussed beyond the Cowles
visit and Vision planning.
Adjournment
Motion was made to adjourn the meeting. M/S/C
(Christianson / Christensen)
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New/Renewing Park Partners
August 1, 2016 – November 1, 2016

New Park Partners

Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson – Chair (2019)
Dan Malmstrom – Vice Chair (2017)
Kristi Everts – Treasurer (2017)
Tracy Kortlever – Secretary (2018)
John Christensen (2019)
Chris Estes (2019)
Peter Christianson (2018)
Deb Baker (2018)
Jean Dirckx (2017)

DNR:

Phil Leversedge, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager
Chris Weir-Koetter, Parks & Trails Assistant Regional Manager
Melody Webb, District Recreation Supervisor
Kathy Beaulieu, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist
Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:

Richard and Mary Susan Gibson, Des Moines, IA
Connie Dallmann, Cosmos
Richard Mudge, Ft. Pierce, FL
Gerald Ziesmer, Fergus Falls
Gail Digre, Battle Lake
Wyatt Penke, Fergus Falls

RENEWALS

Kay Fawcett, Fergus Falls
Rita Loftness, Battle Lake
Gayle Beecher, Battle Lake
Peter and LouAnn Jacobson, Plymouth
Ron and Kathryn Rickers, Lancaster, PA
Don and Pat Kostelecky, Battle Lake
Kathleen Ball and Richard Tamke, Battle Lake
David and Bonnie Stabnow, Nashville, TN
Jeff and Stacy Lundquist, Battle Lake
Bud and Phyllis Narveson, Lincoln, NE
Brad Riba, Sartell
Thank you for keeping your memberships current.
Please check the date on the address label of your Tracks
and Trails to check your membership status.
Send your membership correspondence to:

24869 Whitetail Lane
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 864-0110

Glendalough Park Partners/Kristi Everts
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager

kristianneverts@gmail.com

Glendalough Tracks & Trails
is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by
the Glendalough Park Partners
Kristi Everts • membership

Next Advisory Board Meeting

Tuesday, November 22
7:00 p.m.

Glendalough Lodge – Open to Everyone
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Thank you,
Park Partners!

To Renew or to Become a
Glendalough Park Partner:
Choose one of the following levels:
Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet
Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt
circle size: S M L XL 2XL

Patron ( $100 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD
Benefactor ( $500 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough print
No Gift Desired (check box)
Send your tax-deductible contribution to:

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Attention Snowbirds!
Tracks and Trails will not be forwarded due to our
bulk mail rate.
Please update your Park Partner membership information with your winter
address. We do not want you to miss a single issue of Tracks and Trails.
Please email or send me a note with your winter address, and indicate the
months you are away.
Thank You!
Kristi Everts, Membership
kristianneverts@gmail.com
PO Box 901, Battle Lake, MN 56515
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