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Summer in Glendalough
Glendalough State Park • Battle Lake, Minnesota

New/Renewing Park Partners
October 20, 2014 – January 23, 2015

NEW

Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson, Chair (2016)
Dan Malmstrom – Vice Chair (2014)
Kristi Everts – Treasurer (2014)
Jean Dirckx – Secretary (2014)
John Christensen (2016)
Chris Estes (2016)
Peter Christianson (2016)
Pat Radermacher (2015)
Deb Baker (2015)

DNR:

Phil Leversedge, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager
Chris Weir-Koetter, NW Region Strategic Manager
Melody Webb, District Recreation Supervisor
Kathy Beaulieu, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist
Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 864-0110

Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager
Glendalough Tracks & Trails
is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by
the Glendalough Park Partners
Kristi Everts • membership
Dede & Jeff Carpenter • assembly/mailing

Jim & Judy Korkowski, Alexandria
Joe & Sue Korkowski, Alexandria
Julie & Kevin Nelson, Staples
Jan & Roger Campbell, Brandon
Jennae & Cory Stadsvold, Clitherall
Jackie & Chad Hanson, Fargo
Jean & Seth Pfeifer, Moorhead
Margaret Booge, Bemidji

RENEWALS

Marion Araskog, Ottertail
Debbi & Dave Olson, Fergus Falls
Tom & Stephanie O’Brien, Richville
Harvey & Cyndi Pederson, Battle Lake
Scott & Sheryl Araskog, Maple Grove
Rick & Sherrie Araskog, Waseca
Staci & Jim Korkowski, Conroe, TX
Kelly, Clay & Rory McNerney, Plymouth
Arlene & David Berg, Battle Lake
Homer & Ester Saetre, Battle Lake
Jackie Estes, Battle Lake
Pat & Lisa Rademacher, Battle Lake
Ginny Stabnow, Battle Lake
Wayne “Duff “ Howard, Ottertail
Terri Benson, Elko New Market
Ron & Kathryn Rickers, Lancaster, PA
Walter & Harriet Johnson, Minneapolis
Clair & Barb Prody, Battle Lake
Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, Northampton, MA.
Robert Morgan, Fort Ripley
Howard & Karen Cronin, West St. Paul
John & Bonnie Nordstrom, Frazee
Russell Cowles, Minneapolis

MEMORIAL

Marion Araskog, Ottertail

Next Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 26, 2015
7:00 p.m.
Glendalough Lodge - Open to Everyone
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Thank you for keeping your memberships current.
The renewal date on your address label will be January 2016
Please send your membership renewals
and correspondence to:
Glendalough Park Partners / Kristi Everts
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN. 56515

Glendalough State Park • Battle Lake, Minnesota

GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Quarterly Meeting • November 20, 2014

The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nelson with the
following directors present: Deb Baker, John Christensen, Peter
Christianson, Jean Dirckx, Chris Estes, Kristi Everts, Dan Malmstrom,
and Pat Radermacher. Also in attendance were Emily Ambrosy and Park
Manager Jeff Wiersma.

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved as reviewed. M/S/C (Malmstrom/
Radermacher)

• Several large bucks were seen in the park near the end of deer
hunting season. Pheasants are a common sight again along the
park road.
• The park manager was a recent panelist at the Lakes Country
Service Co-op, which was holding a conference with a
collaboration theme. The main topic of discussion was the
Glendalough Trail.
• Candlelight Ski is set for Saturday, Feb. 14 (Valentine’s Day) this
winter.

Approval of Minutes

• A new geo-caching adventure with a wildflower theme will begin
next spring. The “Avian Adventure” has ended.

Guest Speaker

• The outdoor seating project: All benches are finished and ready to
be installed next spring. Gravel will be hauled in this fall and be
ready to put in next spring.

The minutes of August 21, 2014 were approved. M/S/C (Everts/Baker)
Treasurer’s Report
There is $40,100.11 in the Treasury as of November 20, 2014. The
Treasurer’s report was approved. M/S/C (Malmstrom/Radermacher)

Emily Ambrosy from West Central Initiative attended to discuss a
$10,000 grant given to the city of Battle Lake and Glendalough Park for
signage, a bike fix-it station, and bike racks. She recommended bike
racks that allow bikes to be attached in two places. She is also willing to
help us apply for grant money for more bike racks in the park. Jeff will
put a proposal together that addresses the need for additional bike racks
in the park.

Committee Reports

Membership: Kristi requested that board members send her names of
people to whom she could send a complimentary copy of Tracks and
Trails.

Park Manager Report

PARK PROJECTS:
• Bike Trail – “Glendalough Trail” logo signage and posts have
been received, and will be installed in the spring. Bid was let for
widening the road near the bridge to accommodate the bike trail.
• The original wood stoves for the yurts were rejected by the
Department of Labor and Industry. New style stoves have been
ordered. It is hoped that the stoves will be installed in a couple
weeks, and the yurts will be available for Christmas break. The
new stoves will require wood less than 16” long, which is being
ordered.

Old Business

• Bike Racks: Jeff will get a design for the bike racks to West
Central Initiative for funding.
• Purchase of Defibrillators: One has been donated, and two more
are being purchased.

New Business

• The Annual Parks and Trails Council is interested in having their
annual ride in Glendalough. Dan will follow up on this.
• Ideas for new projects to fund: a permanent trail barrier on
Highway 16 and a structure where the old tea house was originally
located.

Adjournment

There was a motion to adjourn. M/S/C (Christensen/Estes) The next
meeting is changed from February 19 to February 26th.
Respectfully submitted,
Jean Dirckx, Secretary

• Prairie Restoration – Seed cleaning will start in a few weeks. It
was a very good harvest year.

JEFF’S JOTTINGS:

• Ski trail grooming will not begin until the second week in
December, assuming there is enough snow to groom by then. The
park will be picking up the grooming equipment the first week in
December.
• Three winter lodge rentals have been received for Christmas
break.
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2014 - The Year in Review

(Excerpts from the Glendalough State Park Annual Report)

Community Involvement and Partnerships

Partnerships:

The park’s “Friends” group, the Glendalough Park Partners,
continued its resounding success with the annual Walk for
Glendalough event, raising over $8,000 for park projects. This
year, the Park Partners funded interpretive signage for the new
bike trail, benches for a new outdoor seating area, a block fire
ring for evening campfire programs, and a third of the cost of a
new blower for the bike trail. In addition, they continue to help
with park events, such as the Candlelight Ski and the Trail Grand
Opening.
Glendalough continues to work closely with Battle Lake on the
marketing of the Glendalough Trail. The city and park received
a joint grant of $10,000 from West Central Initiative to provide
trail signage, some bike racks, and a fix-it station for either end
of the trail. This followed a $25,000 grant that the city received
from the Otto Bremer Foundation for marketing the trail with a
new website (including video production), printed trail maps, and
advertising in several publications and on two I-94 billboards.
The park manager also assisted Battle Lake in applying for
Bicycle Friendly Community status.
Glendalough still has a great relationship with the Battle Lake
School, though the school schedule allows for fewer visits to
the park during the school day than in the past. The school did,
however, provide a band and a group of bicyclists for the Trail
Grand Opening. The park also provided a letter of support to the
school for a grant to purchase a trailer and fleet of forty bicycles,
which the Battle Lake and Perham school districts have now been
awarded. In addition, the park hosted a meeting to help bring
the CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities) program to a
coalition of local high schools, including Battle Lake.
The park manager attends many of the weekly meetings of
Network Battle Lake, a group of local business people and
citizens working to improve and market the city. NBL volunteers
were integral to the success of the Glendalough Trail Grand
Opening in September. Currently, the manager is part of the
125 Committee that is planning events for Battle Lake’s 125th
anniversary in 2016, which coincides with the Mn. State Parks
125th anniversary and Glendalough State Park’s 25th anniversary.
It is hoped that some of the resulting events and programs will
become annual traditions.
The Sentence-to-Service program continues to play a large role
in the success of Glendalough’s prairie restoration program,
providing hundreds of hours harvesting and cleaning prairie seed.
In addition, they cut and split firewood in the park, which is used
in the park’s fireplaces and wood boiler, and supplements wood
sold to campers.
Glendalough continues a long-standing relationship with a VOA/
SALT high school in the Twin Cities that makes several camping
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trips to the park during the year, during which they perform
service projects while introducing inner city kids to outdoor
recreation. This year, they helped to demolish a rotting hiking
bridge on a trail that was abandoned.
Community Involvement:

The park manager continues to give updates to the Fergus Falls
Chamber of Commerce on Glendalough State Park activities
and improvements, and works closely with the Fergus Falls
Convention and Visitors Bureau with regards to the Otter
Trail Scenic Byway and the Pine-to-Prairie Birding Trail. Park
programs are routinely promoted through Battle Lake Community
Education, Lakes Radio and other local news media. Though
the Boy Scouts Klondike Derby was canceled due to weather
in 2014, the park continues to host many scouting events and
day/overnight camps, often providing instruction in archery,
canoeing, and geo-caching. The park also continues to host artist
workshops through Art of the Lakes. The new bike trail has a
great potential to offer joint events with organizations in Battle
Lake, as demonstrated by the success of the Breakfast and Biking
event in September, which included a pancake breakfast at the
Lion’s shelter in Battle Lake, followed by a scavenger hunt on
a bike ride through the park. As always, however, the backbone
of the park’s community effort remains the work with local
schools in Battle Lake, Perham, Ashby, Henning, Bertha-Hewitt,
Underwood, and Fergus Falls. Unfortunately, as the park has
become more popular, it has become more difficult to fulfill all of
the requests from school groups.

Outdoor Recreation

The new paved bike trail had an immediate and dramatic effect at
Glendalough, increasing day use and daily permit sales by over
30%. Bicycles were everywhere - on trailers, in pickup trucks,
on roof racks, on rear racks, in the backs of station wagons, in
car trunks, and, ultimately, all with riders on the Glendalough
Trail. Gone are the days of slow Sunday mornings, and many
area businesses, including the park itself, had record years.
Considering that the Battle Lake connection was not complete
until the end of August, bicycle activity will likely continue to
rise. Heavy rains in June caused the closing of many wooded
hiking trails for long periods through the summer. Fortunately,
this moisture resulted in prairie trails full of colorful wildflowers,
and many “woodland walkers” were pleasantly surprised at the
beauty of a prairie hike.
On the waterfront, equipment rentals were at an all-time high.
One new kayak and two more paddleboards were added to the
park’s offerings. Overall in 2014, there were 178 boat rentals,
478 canoe rentals, and 281 kayak rentals. Paddleboard popularity
reached 288 rental hours, and the paddleboat was rented for 91
total hours. Winter rentals included 44 ski packages and 16 pairs
of snowshoes. Overall rental revenues increased a whopping
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54%, though some of this was due to fee increases. With the new
trail, there was a large demand for bicycle rentals, and a new bike
shop has opened in Battle Lake.
State Park visitation, participation and use- percent change
from previous year
Vehicle use: +33%
Night visits +7%

Day Visits: +31%
Campsite Occupancy: +18%

Camper Cabin Occupancy: +9%
Cross Country Ski: -57%

Group Camp: -30%

In addition to the impressive rise in day use, camping also had
a significant increase. Group camp visitation went down due to
the elimination of the canoe-in group site for the construction
of yurts, which unfortunately did not open in 2014. This loss,
however, was more than made up for by the increase in campsite
occupancy in the cart-in campground. Skiing got off to a
promising start in 2014, only to be derailed by bitter cold and
scouring winds that drifted many trails to a point where they
could no longer be groomed. In the final months of 2014, there
was no snow at all for skiers.
Other activities.
Check outs of 24 birding kits, 26 GPS units, and 35 fishing kits
were recorded in 2014.

Interpretation, Conservation Education
and Outreach

The highlight of 2014 was the official Glendalough Trail Grand
Opening and Yurt Open House in September. Over 250 people
participated in this Friday event that put two high-profile
legacy funded projects on display. Cutting the ribbon were
representatives of all the trail entities – Commissioner Doug
Huebsch of Otter Tail County, Mayor Chuck Reeve of Battle
Lake, and State Parks and Trails Director Erika Rivers. Others
with scissors included Representative Bud Nornes, who authored
the bill to fund the park’s section of trail; Dan Malmstrom, a
citizen advocate and Park Partner who wrote grants and raised
funds for the city portion of the trail; Dave Radford, the State
Parks and Trails archaeologist who completed the fascinating
cultural survey of the trail; and Glendalough State Park Manager
Jeff Wiersma. As the ribbon was still falling, 40 bicyclists from
the Battle Lake School raced past on their bicycles, while the
school’s Pep Band played the theme from “Rocky”. During the
sunny afternoon, refreshments were served and shuttle tours of
the trail were provided to those that were unable to hike or bike
the trail. This included a stop and tour of the yurts, historical park
interpretation along the way, and a healthy dose of Glendalough’s
beautiful fall colors. Every shuttle seat was filled, and 110 people
made the tour. The event was a huge success, in large part due
to enthusiastic volunteers and park staff, and trail fall color tours
could become a park staple in the future.
The annual Walk for Glendalough event in April is still going
strong after its 18th year. It continues to be a great event to
celebrate and display the progress and improvements made over

the past year, and reward those donors and supporters that have
been such a huge part of Glendalough’s success. It certainly
doesn’t hurt that it coincides with a fabulous display of pasque
flowers on the Prairie Hill and the nesting activities of the park’s
resident bald eagles. The addition of a park naturalist to the event
has also been an asset, particularly when Walk weather is not so
spring-like. 125 people attended in 2014. With 85 people, the
2014 Candlelight Ski fell short of the record year before, but,
given the trail conditions, was a success.
Duck and pheasant mounts donated by the Green family on Lake
Emma are now on display in the Glendalough lodge.
Number of programs: 28 (Percent change from previous year
-28%).
Total program participation: 874 (Percent change from
previous year -16%).
Programs offered:
Skills: Snowshoeing, Archery, Fly Tying, Fly Fishing, Beginning
Canoeing, Geocaching, Birdwatching, Fishing, I Can Paddle, I
Can Camp
Crafts: Birdfeeder Workshop
Nature: Reptiles and Amphibians, “Bugs, Bugs, Bugs”
Demonstrations: Prairie Restoration
Events: Candlelight Ski, Walk for Glendalough, Trail Grand
Opening / Yurt Open House
Naturalist-led programs were offered at the same level as the
previous year. Due to a park staff shortage, however, these were
not supplemented by staff-led programming as they have been in
the past. In addition, fewer program requests were received from
school groups, and fewer requests for programs were able to be
filled. The two-day “I Can Camp” program filled to capacity (10
families), making this far more successful than one-day programs
of the past. Those numbers are not included in the program totals.
The Area Naturalist is a legacy funded position.

Natural and Cultural Resource Management

With significant early summer moisture, it was another great year
for harvesting prairie seed. Estimated value of harvested grass
and flower seed being processed at Glendalough is $500,000.
Other natural and cultural resource activities are summarized
below:
Prairie Restoration
• 15 acres were planted into prairie, including the re-planting of
the bike trail corridor. Black-eyed Susan provided a bright yellow
border to the trail during the fall.
• 27 acres of prairie seed were planted in the savannah restoration
near Sunset Lake.
• 70 acres of prairie were diversified by seeding with additional
forbs.

Glendalough State Park • Battle Lake, Minnesota

(continued on page 7)
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Historic Glendalough
February 21, 1957 – Battle Lake Review

Axel Hansen Receives The Knighthood Of Danish Flag
Axel Hansen, Minneapolis Tribune agricultural director, was
knighted by King Frederik of Denmark Thursday of last week.
Andrew N. Johnson, Danish consul general in Minneapolis,
acting for the king, awarded Hansen the medal of Knight of
the Order of Danneborg (the Danish flag) at ceremonies at
the Radisson hotel. Watching were about 150 friends of the
genial, Danish-born operator of Glendalough farm, Battle
Lake.
A communication from Danish Ambassador Henrik
Kauffmann noted the knighthood was conferred “in
appreciation of your activities through the years in this
country and your work for support of Danish-American
endeavors.”
Included in the hundreds of telegrams sent to Axel on his
honor, was one from the Battle Lake Civic and Commerce.
It was one of the three messages chosen to be read, and it
follows:
“We, the people of the Battle Lake community are happy
and proud to join with others in extending to you, Axel, our
heartiest congratulations on being awarded this great honor.
Having known you as we do, and recognizing fully your
ability and untiring efforts in this, your chosen field, we
are happy and proud to see this distinguished recognition

accorded you - a recognition not given lightly. We would also
like to express to you, our appreciation for the many, many
courtesies, gestures and acts accorded by you toward the
betterment and welfare of our community throughout these
many years of our associations. We are all proud that you are
one of us, and that we may all call you our friend.
“Sincere best wishes & heartiest congratulations.
Battle Lake Civic & Commerce
Battle Lake, Minnesota
Hansen, who came to the United States 52 years ago,
supervises the raising of some 10,000 turkeys annually, plus
thousands of ducks and pheasants in a conservation program
at Glendalough farm. The farm belongs to Minneapolis Star
and Tribune Co.
Earlier, as manager of Femco farms, Breckenridge, formerly
owned by the Minneapolis. Tribune, he built one of the
country’s finest and largest herds of Holstein cattle. He also
was in charge of raising Percheron horses and Duroc Jersey
hogs at the farm from 1926 until it was sold in 1941.
Hansen has served as superintendent of the cattle and dairy
departments at Minnesota State fair for the past 27 years.
Known as an outstanding judge of livestock since 1920,
he has judged at the leading fairs and national shows in
the United States and Canada.
He served as president of the Minnesota Holstein
Breeders association from 1930 to 1935 and has been a
member of its board of directors since 1919.
He was also president of the Northern State Turkey
show, Alexandria; for six years and served on the
board of that organization and of Livestock Breeders
association and Minnesota Turkey Growers association. .
Recently Hansen has been active in the exchange of
agricultural students between the United States and the
Scandinavian countries.
The Hansens live at 7324 Aldrich Avenue S., Richfield.
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(Continued from Page 5)

Prairie Maintenance
• Prescribed burns were completed on 607 acres.
• 95 acres of new restorations were sprayed to limit early weed
growth.

Exotic Species
• 1215 acres were treated for the removal of exotic species,
including leafy spurge (428 acres), buckthorn (205 acres), St.
Johnswort (31 acres), and thistle / others (551 acres).

Archaeology
• Additional archeological work was completed for the bike trail
extension between the Old Camp bridge and the proposed trailhead
parking. Several new discoveries were made which may impact
the design and location of this trail segment.

Physical Plant Management

The construction of the yurts (legacy funded) on the east side of
Annie Battle Lake highlighted summer projects. Unfortunately
delays related to inspections of the wood stoves prevented them
from becoming available to the public in 2014. Still, judging by
the numerous and frequent phone calls received by park staff,
the yurts have been a sensation with the public and should be
extremely popular in years to come. Other projects included:
• Speed limit on the park entrance road was lowered to 20 mph
to accommodate the increase in bicycle traffic. New speed limit
signs and “Bikes May Use Full Lane” signs were installed. City
completed the bike trail connection and crossing adjacent to park
property by the park entrance on Highway 16.
• Highway 78 MN DOT directional signage to Glendalough State
Park was replaced.

• A new roll-in dock was installed at the Molly Stark Lake boat
access.
• A pressure tank was added to the well in the Molly Stark picnic
area, and the well was electrified (legacy fund small project). A
small well shed was built around it.
• The hand pump formerly from the picnic area was installed on the
wellhead by the bike trail / boat rental parking area, so that well
is now active again and available to the public for drinking water
(legacy funded small project).
• New fire rings were installed in all of the campsites in the cart-in
campground.
• A new block fire ring, funded by the Glendalough Park Partners,
was installed by Sunset Lake for use with evening campfire
programs.
• Benches for the outdoor seating area by the trail center, funded
by the Glendalough Park Partners, were assembled and will be
installed in spring 2015.
• New trail maps were installed at the entrance, campground, and
trail center, and new “You Are Here” map signage was placed
along trail intersections in the park.
• Small project legacy funds were used to improve gravel roads to
the Old Camp bridge and the group camp.
• New fan, LED light, and occupancy sensor were installed in the
vault toilet at the entrance kiosk.
• Bike trail interpretive signage, relating the archaeological
history along the bike trail, was purchased by the Glendalough
Park Partners, but has yet to be installed due to an error in the
orientation of the sign frames. Look for these in spring 2015. One
interpretive sign about Roberts Camp was installed along the new
trail near the yurts and canoe-in campsites.
• Glendalough Trail logo signage, two bike racks, and a fix-it station
were funded by a grant from West Central Initiative, and will be
installed in spring 2015.

Looking Ahead... 2015

As we look forward to seeing winter in our rear view mirror and the first hints of spring, I want to thank you for your support on
behalf of the entire Glendalough State Park Citizens Advisory Board. 2014 was an exciting year for the park with record attendance,
highlighted by the opening of the new bike trail that so many of you have already enjoyed. State of Minnesota Legacy funding has
been utilized for big expense items like the bike trail and the new yurts that will be available for rent soon. Your memberships and
donations have allowed the Park Partners to share in or completely pay for 2014 enhancements like a trail blower, benches, interpretive
signage along the trail and a fire ring for evening campfire programs. Coming in 2015 are bike racks, an outdoor seating area/
amphitheater, furniture for the trail center and defibrillators. Please feel free to contact any advisory board member with your ideas
on how we can continue to enhance the park experience.
If you haven’t already, consider joining us as a Glendalough Park Partner. Details on how to do so are on the back of this newsletter.
Also plan to attend some of the many fun and educational activities planned for 2015, as well as our annual fund-raising Walk for
Glendalough on April 25th. This is a well-attended event that brings people together, often following their recent return home
to the lake after the long winter. More importantly, take the time to visit and explore this wonderful natural resource right on our
doorstep. Until I got more involved and looked more closely, I admittedly didn’t appreciate the level of planning, work and dedication
by so many people that has made this such a unique property. I went from merely seeing tall grass waving in the wind to better
understanding the importance of the native prairie restoration work that has been going on for over fifteen years. I asked a few
questions and found out that the many colors in the prairie were not weeds, but native flowers that have been nurtured and whose seeds
are harvested each year for re-planting at Glendalough and other state parks. When you visit, take the opportunity to talk to the park
personnel. They will be happy to answer your questions about the prairie, the forests, the lakes, the archeological treasures and the
incredible history of Glendalough.
Steve Nelson
Chairman
Glendalough State Park Citizens Advisory Board
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Thank you,
Park Partners!

PAID

Battle Lake, MN
Permit # 47

To Renew or to Become a
Glendalough Park Partner:
Choose one of the following levels:
Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet
Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt
circle size: S M L XL 2XL

Patron ( $100 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD
Benefactor ( $500 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough print
No Gift Desired (check box)
Send your tax-deductible contribution to:

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Walk for Glendalough
Saturday, April 25th
9:00 AM - NOON

Note to all Tracks and Trails subscribers!
We need to track you down!
We need to track you down!
Do you have seasonal addresses? The Tracks and Trails
quarterly newsletter will not be forwarded by the post
office because of our bulk mail postage rate.
Please email me with your seasonal addresses, and the
dates in which you occupy each address.
We do not want you to miss one issue of this great
publication!
Kristi Everts

khe@arvig.net

Join the fun and help raise funds for projects in the
park! Every year on the Saturday closest to Earth Day
the Glendalough Advisory Board sponsors the Annual
Walk for Glendalough.
Pledge forms will be sent to all Tracks and Trails
subscribers/Park Partners.
Come to the park for morning coffee, take a walk, stay
for lunch, register for door prizes. All participants
who collect $50.00 or more in
donations will earn the annual
commemorative walk tee shirt.
For more information contact walk
coordinator:
Kristi Everts - khe@arvig.net
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