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New/Renewing Park Partners
May 3, 2015 – July 28, 2015

RENEWALS

John and Sally Norgaard, Carroll, Iowa
Kay Fawcett, Fergus Falls
Richard Ringstad, Fergus Falls
Richard Tamke and Kathleen Ball, Battle Lake

Glendalough State Park Advisory Board:
Steve Nelson, Chair (2016)
Dan Malmstrom – Vice Chair (2016)
Kristi Everts – Treasurer (2016)
Jean Dirckx – Secretary (2016)
John Christensen (2016)
Chris Estes (2016)
Peter Christianson (2016)
Pat Radermacher (2015)
Deb Baker (2015)

DNR:

Phil Leversedge, NW Region Parks and Trails Manager
Chris Weir-Koetter, NW Region Strategic Manager
Melody Webb, District Recreation Supervisor
Kathy Beaulieu, Region Naturalist
Ben Eckhoff, Area Naturalist
Cindy Lueth, Region Resource Specialist

Glendalough State Park:
24869 Whitetail Lane
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9654
(218) 864-0110

Cal and Loretta Larson, Fergus Falls
Jim and Penny Schaeffer, Clitherall
Scott and Mary Dahl, Fargo
Gayle Beecher and Peggy Buckly, Battle Lake
Chuck and Louise Reeve, Battle Lake
Baland Family, Battle Lake
Lou Barry, Battle Lake
David and Mary Freeman, Motley

MEMORIAL
In memory of Elaine Everts of Battle Lake.
Thank you for keeping your memberships current.
Please check the date on the address label of your Tracks
and Trails to check your membership status.
Send your membership correspondence to:
Glendalough Park Partners/Kristi Everts
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN. 56515

Jeff Wiersma, Park Manager
Glendalough Tracks & Trails
is the newsletter of Glendalough State Park
published quarterly by
the Glendalough Park Partners
Kristi Everts • membership
Dede & Jeff Carpenter • assembly/mailing

Next Advisory Committee Meeting
Thursday, August 20, 2015
7:00 p.m.
Glendalough Lodge - Open to Everyone
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GSP Advisory Board Minutes
Minutes • Quarterly Meeting • May 21, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nelson with the
following directors present; Chris Estes, Peter Christianson, Deb Baker,
Kristi Everts, and Steve Nelson. Also in attendance was Park Manager
Jeff Wiersma.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the February 26, 2015 were approved. M/S/C
(Estes/ Christianson)

Approval of Agenda

Agenda was approved. M/S/C (Estes/Baker)

Treasurer’s Report

There is a current balance of $60,894.16 in the Treasury. The total
donations from The Walk for Glendalough 2015 came to $11,041.00.
M/S/C (Christianson /Estes) to approve the Treasurer’s Report.

Park Manager Report

Project Updates
• A recycling station was installed by the firewood shed at the
canoe-in campground.
• Bike Trail – Glendalough Trail signage has been installed on the
county section so signage on the park loop is complete.
• Frames have been assembled for interpretive signage
(archeology), but installation was delayed by weather. They
should still be done before the end of May.
• Widening of the road near the Old Camp bridge will start soon.
This is preparation for the eventual paved connection to the
trailhead, which is yet to be funded. Road will not be closed,
but expect some delays while work is taking place. No work is
anticipated on weekends.
• Prairie Restoration _ Prescribed burns will take place next week
after the holiday weekend.
• Boat Lift – A new boatlift for the park’s rescue boat will be
installed next week.
Jeff’s Jottings:
• Park is still two staff members short due to delays in DNR Human
Resources. Park should be fully staffed by the second week in
June.
• Sandhill cranes have been frequent fliers by Annie Battle Lake.
• Lake Emma Trail is the driest it has been in many springs, thanks
to the recent drought. Lake levels in all park lakes are below
normal.
• Park has been busy with school visits and a stop by the Detroit
Lakes Birding Festival bus.
• Molly Stark boat ramp was damaged by ice push up, but is usable.
There have been many complaints. Please take a good look before
launching your boat. Repairs may still be a month away.

Committee Reports

Membership/ Promotion
We have had an increase in membership due to the promotional
invitation, and the new members who signed up as Park Partners at the
Walk for Glendalough.

History
• Leta (Tutti) Hanson contacted a board member with the offer to
share family history and photographs of the Robert’s Camp area.
Chris Estes will contact her to view the photos.
• Russell Cowles and Bill Ballantine of the Cowles family visited
the park this spring and Jeff Wiersma updated them on current
park improvements and activities.
Education
There have been many school visits this spring.

Old Business

• The outdoor seating area has not progressed. Ground preparation
is the first step. A local volunteer is expected to start the project
ASAP. Board members and volunteers would be available to help
with the bench installation.
• The defibrillators have been purchased and installed in the Trail
Center.
• The committee continues to work on the purchase of furniture and
window coverings for the Trail Center.
• The bike racks will not be installed without approval from the
archeologist. The board recommended that Jeff purchase them
now. The funds were allocated by the board (2\26\15).
• The MN. Parks and Trails Bike Ride will be Sept. 4-7. The
bikers will be camping at Glendalough. The Park Naturalist will
present an informative program for the group on Friday evening.
Volunteers are needed in the park to help with activities.
• The park is in need of a new gas grill to rent to guests at the
Lodge. Jeff will purchase a 4-burner commercial\catering package
from Crown Verity. M\S\C (Everts\Estes)
• The board retreat for May 30th is postponed until all board
members are available. Date to be determined.

New Business

• Kristi Everts, Treasurer, advised the board to add another board
member to the First National Bank account with check signing
privileges and Internet access to the account.
• Steve Nelson will be the designated board member to be the
second person on the account, as well as the current treasurer.
M\S\C (Baker\Estes)

Park Project Ideas

Blanche Lake Landing
• The board would like to explore the possibility of funding a dock
and landing that would enable people to access Glendalough from
Blanche Lake. Kent Olson, former board member and resident of
Blanche, dedicated a gift of money in his estate to be used for a
project in the park. The Citizens Advisory Board agreed that this
would be an appropriate project. M\S\C (Christianson\Baker)
• Jeff will speak with the District Supervisor to see if this is a
possibility.
• Park Partners Website
• Steve Nelson will correspond with Dan and Lisa Malmstrom to
see if they have any input on this idea.
(continued on page 7)
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A System Plan for Minnesota State Parks and Trails
As we approach the 125th anniversary of the creation of Itasca
State Park, the beginning of Minnesota’s State Parks and Trails
system, Minnesotans have a reason to be both grateful and proud.
We should be grateful that past generations had the foresight to
preserve some of the most scenic and pristine lands in the state for
public benefit. We should be proud that Minnesota’s state parks
and trails system is, arguably, the best in the nation. In an age of
rising costs and shrinking budgets, however, we should also be
concerned. The Division of Parks and Trails currently manages
75 state parks and recreation areas, 56 state forest campgrounds
and day use areas, 8 state waysides, 25 state trails, 33 state water
trails, and over 1,500 public water access sites. How do we take
care of all this? Where do we set funding priorities? What do
we want the parts of this system to look like in the future? The
answer seems obvious; you need a plan.

longer makes sense for each park to be everything to everybody.
Instead, we need to look at what makes each park unique, and
emphasize its strengths. A park becomes a favorite, not because of
its similarities to other parks, but because of its differences.

Glendalough State Park, of course, needs to be part of that plan.
The first thing to recognize is that all parks are not created the
same. They vary in size, in location, and in the resources and
recreation that they offer. Prairie parks are different than parks
with hardwood trees or pine forests. Some parks have rivers and
waterfalls; others have lakes. You can’t rock climb where there
are no rocks, and you probably wouldn’t swim where there is no
beach, or ride a horse through the woods without a proper trail.
Secondly, times have changed. For many years we tried to put a
state park within 35 miles of every Minnesotan. To a great extent,
we also tried to make every park all things to all users. Nowadays,
people are more mobile. Many people don’t blink an eye at
traveling 100 miles from home to bike the Glendalough Trail
for a day, or 200 miles from home for a camping weekend. (In
fact, I’ve been told by many campers that camping close to home
“just doesn’t feel like camping”.) When you look at the diversity
of the resources in our parks, the new mobility of our users, and
our constantly stretched budgets, it becomes apparent that it no

2. Everybody’s Lake Place – water recreation on clear lakes
and streams (swimming, canoeing, kayaking, paddleboards)

Recently I was asked to write a draft for Glendalough’s part in the
statewide system plan for state parks and trails. Since the park was
already developed in a different way than the “traditional” state
park, identifying unique things about Glendalough wasn’t hard.
The first portion involved identifying the “top five things” that
bring people to Glendalough. Here’s my take on Glendalough’s
character:
1. Recalls Simpler Times – undeveloped lake with heritage
fishing and cart-in and canoe-in camping (tents, cabins,
yurts)

3. Sanctuary for People and Wildlife – silent sports (hiking,
biking, skiing, snowshoeing), quiet vistas, and wildlife
viewing
4. A Sense of History – unique archaeological finds and the
historic Old Camp provide glimpses into a fascinating past.
5. A Gathering Spot – a fun and safe site for families and
community groups to meet, reunite and celebrate.
I’m guessing that you’ll find more than one of your reasons for
coming to Glendalough in this list. While this is by no means
final at this point, it is these types of things that will determine the
park’s future. Though the park will continue to evolve, it is my
hope that the Glendalough experience will remain the same, i.e.
different from anywhere else. It is, after all, why we keep coming
back to Glendalough.

Glendalough Fall Programs:
Saturday 9/19 from 12:30-3:00pm --- Archery in the Park
Learn this valuable skill from trained archery instructors who will be on hand to introduce families and individuals to the sport and
teach the basics of shooting a bow. No experience is needed. No reservation is required, but groups over 10 should call to arrange a
separate time. All equipment and instruction is provided for free. Stop in anytime during the workshop hours. Children must be at least
8 years old to participate, and anyone under the age of 15 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Friday, 9/25 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. --- Fall Color Shuttle Tours
If you can’t ride a bicycle, this is your chance to take a ride along the bike trail, and learn a little history on the way. Pre-registration is
required. Call the park for more information on tour times and registration.
Sunday, 9/27 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. --- Fall Color Bike Ride
Join the park naturalist for a leisurely fall ride on the bike trail. Learn about the color change and some park history along the way.
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Jeff’s Jottings
by Park Manager Jeff Wiersma
• Fuller and Jane Cowles and other family members of the former Glendalough ownership visited
the park in June.
• Had a visit from the family of Carl Anderson, who, along with 3 brothers, owned all of the lands north and west of Sunset Lake until
about 1971.
• Attendance is currently up 23% for day use and camping this year. June in-park revenue was up almost 60%.
• Please don’t feed the wildlife! Raccoons have been on the rampage, even stealing food off someone’s grill. Chipmunks have been
jumping on people when being fed, and biting.
• The fish have also been biting! A young boy caught and released a 30” muskie on Annie this summer. Park naturalist Ben Eckhoff also
reported having a 43” or better northern up to his canoe on Annie.
• Art classes have been held on Wednesdays and Thursdays in the trail center this summer.
• If you’re looking to stay in a cabin or yurt next summer, better book it soon. Reservations can be made a year ahead, and the weekends
will fill before Christmas.
• Parks and Trails Council Annual Bike Ride is based at Glendalough this year. This is an awesome Labor Day weekend event for
cyclists. Sign up on the P & T Council website, or call the park if you can volunteer a few hours to help us host this. Cyclists will ride 60
miles on both Saturday and Sunday, and 30 miles on Monday, with program stops and lunches along the way.
• It’s hard to believe, but next year is Glendalough’s 25th anniversary. This just happens to coincide with the 125th anniversary of
Minnesota State Parks (Itasca) and the 125th anniversary of the City of Battle Lake.

Chairman's Message
Return on investment, bottom line and shareholder return are terms most of us hear frequently. Whether it’s in the daily news, in your
investment portfolio update, or part of a job benefits package, we most likely pay attention when these words come up.
You probably don’t think of it the same way, but if you’re getting this newsletter you’ve likely made another investment that you
may not have considered. When you became a Park Partner, you became a shareholder in the magnificent natural resource that is
Glendalough State Park. This isn’t some unseen foreign investment, but one that is right on our doorstep, one that we can get a
guaranteed and memorable return on every day. And if you want to increase your investment and your return the only capital required
is your time.
As a Glendalough shareholder, you might be interested in some of the ways your investment is appreciating. The much publicized
addition of the new paved bike trail has attracted many new investors both locally and throughout the Upper Midwest. The trail
allows bikers and hikers to get to many of the areas of the park much more easily than before. Many interpretive programs each year
provide learning opportunities for all ages. A wonderful investment is being made in our students with Glendalough serving as an
outdoor year-round classroom. A hard-working and dedicated park staff ensures the preservation of a storied Glendalough history and
in so many ways monitors and enhances the park experience for all visitors. And a significant, long-term investment has been made
in restoring 700 acres of native prairie over the past 20 years. As part of the restoration process native grass and flower seeds are
harvested annually for use at Glendalough as well as shared with the entire Minnesota park system. The retail value of this past year’s
harvest was estimated to be approximately $500,000.
On behalf of the Citizens Advisory Board, I want to thank all of you have invested in the past, present and future of Glendalough
State Park. At the risk of missing some, those investors include all of you who are Park Partners, park staff, the annual “Walk for
Glendalough” participants, our local merchants, the State of Minnesota and the occupants of every vehicle that enters the park and
pays a fee. If you want to make an investment and are not yet a Park Partner, consider joining us. Investment details are on the back
cover of this newsletter.
Steve Nelson
Chairman
Glendalough State Park Citizens Advisory Board

Glendalough State Park • Battle Lake, Minnesota
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Historic Glendalough
April 14, 1905 – Battle Lake Review

Connect the Lakes

Favorable Sentiment is Growing
For several months past the Review has been urging a movement to construct a system of canals and locks that would make our
fine system of lakes navigable and cause this portion of the Park Region to gain fresh impetus.
Hon. Ezra G. Valentine has been one of the foremost advocates in this direction and about a year ago he engaged Prof. Hoag
of the Minnesota University to make a survey of the natural water channels connecting the lakes named East and West Battle,
Mollie Stark, Blanche, and Otter Tail. Prof. Hoag did his work well and has made his report, in which he states that the work
could be accomplished with the aid of several thousand dollars. It is estimated that the sum of $5,000.00 would do a great deal
towards making the creek navigable.
With this canal system complete, it would be possible to move large launches, sailboats, and smaller craft from one lake to
another, making a water trip of nearly one hundred miles, amid the finest scenery in the entire Park Region of Minnesota.
In anticipation of this dream becoming a reality in the near future, Representative Bondy has been urged to produce a bill in the
legislature appropriating $500 towards the system of canals proposed. This he has done and the matter will be pushed by the
Otter Tail delegation, in the hope that the appropriation can be landed. The first appropriation is always the hardest to obtain,
and the sum of $500 would make a good start towards the proposed canal.
It is believed the fund could be materially increased by private subscriptions and we hope that someday in the future ships will
dot our beautiful lakes from Alcohol Point to the tip of Otter Tail.

August 25, 1905 – Source unrecorded

Death Claims E. G. Valentine
Honored Citizen Stricken With Apoplexy
Ezra G. Valentine is dead!
Like a thunder-bolt from a clear sky this message passed from lip to lip last Saturday, a message of sadness clothed in the form
of truth, for all that was earthly of Ezra G. Valentine was ---dead.
The end came suddenly and without warning, due to a stroke of apoplexy. The day before his death he was somewhat
indisposed and medical aid was summoned, but nothing of a serious nature seemed to trouble him. On Saturday he insisted on
getting up, declaring himself to be perfectly well. “They sent for a doctor,” he said, “but I don’t know who’s sick.” Saturday
afternoon he started to walk about the grounds at his summer home and when he had proceeded from the house a few rods,
fell to the ground, and a moment later his body was found, with life extinct. There was no pain, no suffering. The end was
instantaneous.
No man in Northern Minnesota was more widely or favorably known than Mr. Valentine. Prominent in the social, commercial
and political life of the state, as he was, his sudden death has caused a feeling of depression to settle over this district where he
had become so firmly established. His sterling manhood and upright life made his friendship a valuable possession.
He was born 58 years ago in New York state and started his career as a young lawyer. During his long residence at
Breckenridge he was actively engaged in law practice, banking and real estate, amassing a fortune by his own efforts, which
received a substantial increase by the death of relatives.
In politics Mr. Valentine has been active for the past ten years, but owing to his physical affliction of deafness he was never
successful in politics. In 1900 he was a candidate for congress, before the republican convention, and was defeated by Frank
M. Eddy who received the nomination. In 1902 he was a prominent factor in the Ninth district congressional race and was
third in this five-cornered contest, Halvor Steenerson being the winner. In 1904 he was a candidate for railroad and warehouse
commissioner and failed to receive the nomination.
He is survived by a son and a daughter, John Alden and Miss Blanche.
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Burial took place at St. Paul, but the remains were first taken to Breckenridge, where services were held.
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PARK PROJECTS
• Canoe-in Campground – Raccoon-proof gate was installed to protect trash cans at firewood shed. Firewood shed was painted.
Temporary steps were installed at landing to slow erosion.
• Bike Trail – Interpretive signs on archaeological finds (purchased by Park Partners) were installed. Some additional benches
were added along trail as well. Road was widened at Old Camp bridge to accommodate bike trail, but funding is needed before
this section can be completed and paved. Bike hitching posts for trail have been ordered by the Park Partners.
• Prairie Restoration – Prescribed burns were completed, except for one postponed due to eagle nesting. Spraying of knapweed
and thistle with herbicide and mowing of sweet clover continue. Firebreak from Sunset to Prairie Hill is being maintained for
hiking.
• Entrance Station – Self-registration kiosk was painted.
• Molly Stark Boat Ramp – Concrete treads were realigned after winter ice damage.
• Molly Stark Picnic Area – Bike rack was installed.
• Wood-routed Signs – New wood-routed signs were installed at the Prairie Hill Trail parking and the group camp. Rotting PH
Trail signs on park road were removed.
• Boat Lift – A new boat lift for the park’s rescue boat was installed.
• Trail Center – New steps were installed on two sides of the trail center, and the chimney was repaired.
• Propane Grill – A new commercial 4-burner grill was purchased by the Park Partners for use with building rentals.

(continued from page 3)

• Sides for the picnic shelter at Molly Stark Lake
• This would be for inclement weather. Jeff will research the cost
and availability.
Other ideas for projects to fund that were discussed.
1. Carriage House restoration
2. Tennis court. Discussion included the high cost of annual upkeep.
3. Croquet court. Chris Estes will research the location and details of
the original croquet court.

Additional topics

• Is there a possibility of rental/storage space in the park to enable
people to store their bikes?
• Not available at this time.

Adjournment

There was a motion to adjourn the meeting. M\S\C Christianson\Estes
The next quarterly meeting will be August 20, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the
Lodge.
Submitted by,
Kristi Everts, Acting Secretary

SAVE THE

DATE

Walk for
Glendalough
2016
NEED DATE
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Thank you,
Park Partners!

PAID

Battle Lake, MN
Permit # 47

To Renew or to Become a
Glendalough Park Partner:
Choose one of the following levels:
Park Pal ( $10 )
1 year subscription to Tracks & Trails

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Supporter ( $25 )
1 year of Tracks & Trails + magnet
Donor ( $50 )
1 year of T & T + Commemorative Walk T-shirt
circle size: S M L XL 2XL

Patron ( $100 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough History DVD
Benefactor ( $500 )

1 year of T & T + Glendalough print
No Gift Desired (check box)
Send your tax-deductible contribution to:

Glendalough Park Partners
PO Box 901
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Glendalough Hosting 11th Annual
Parks & Trails Council Ride
Each year, the Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota holds a bike expedition at various state parks around Minnesota. This year’s
event will be held Sept. 4-7 at Glendalough State Park. The weekend involves camping at the park and bicycling about 150 miles
over three days, starting and ending each day at the park.
The event supports the mission of Parks & Trails Council to acquire, protect and enhance critical land for the public’s use and
benefit.
The cyclists ride between 40-60 miles each day, biking along highways, paved city streets and trails. They travel as a group with
at least two program stops and a catered lunch en route each day.
They also enjoy dinners together Friday, Saturday and Sunday and a
program/entertainment is provided.
For this year’s event, the cyclists will ride west to Fergus Falls one
day, southeast to Inspiration Peak the second day, and cycling all
the way around Ottertail Lake the last day. Program stops include
Glendalough’s history and archeology discoveries, Kirkbride / State
Hospital in Fergus Falls, Threshing Village in Dalton, Nyberg metal
sculptures in Vining, hiking up Inspiration Peak, and touring the Civil
War Museum and Prospect House in Battle Lake.
They will have a busy and fun Labor Day weekend exploring the lakes
country and our beautiful park.
More information: https://www.parksandtrails.org/bikeMN/2015
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